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TSSDIGIBT SHOISIS 


E P.1S'T:L'E 
TO THE 
READER. 


SE 
ff” ko 


> . for ſome years in cattered Par- 
cels;'1 was at laſt perſwaded 
w 0 wnitein this ſmall Diſcourſe ; 

the Sabjeft wu great and gloriows, viz. To 
oſet forth Chriſtianity in all its wative 
Beauty and Luſtre , which has been 100 
much ſullied by the Atheiſtically given : 

for whilſ# the ſpeculative Infidel ſoars 
aloft, and thinks t0 diſpute God ons of 

the World, and laughs at Religion by 

Pretences and Shews of Reaſon , (though 

indeed he declares the greateſt and vile 

Folly) the Praitical Atheift futs beneath 

in a Crowd of Luſts and Paſſions, Profits 

and Intereſts, and though he believe there 

i 4 God and ſuch a thing as Religion, 

A 2 yes 


any 7:ſc Papers wp. lain by me 


Jer by reaſon of that firm bold Sin and 
the Devil hyve y- bis mind, he atts in 
Repugnancy #0 bis Falth, and frames 
wrong notions of God and Religion, and if 
he may ſleep ſecurely in thoſe ſins he moſt 
delights in , he « well contented and at 
eaſe. And to reduce both theſe ſorts of 
Perſons 16 4 ſober and fixed Love of Re- 
ligion, and 10 the Proſecution of whatever 
& virtuous aud excellent, that Chriſtia- 
nity might nos be an idle and fruitleſs 
Notion, but an inward Principle of Life, 
daily perfeffing the Souls of Men, tillis 
bring them to their higheſt and moſs com- 
plere Happineſs, is the Aim and only De- 
fen of this preſent Diſconrſe. 
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Chriſtianity: 


I. HY; Eligion in its uſual and obvious 

| ſenſe is a Devoting ourſelves 
. Gwe to the Worſhip and Service 
of the Deity, *For God, when he firſt 
made Man , wrote this Truth on his 
heare, That he was a Creature, and be- 
holden to ſomething without him for his 
Life and Being, and therefore ought to 
worſhip and adore God as hisonly Hap- 
pineſs, and by whoſe ever-preſent Power 
he is as it were daily created anew, and 
kept and preſerved in Being. And in- 
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deed there is no man who ſearches into 
the Perfe&ions of Human Nature, thar 
can find any Principle or Power in Man 
of conſerving and maintaining * his own 
Exilience z wherefore his Exiſtence be- 
ing drawnthrough all the parts of time 
(which have no Connexion or Depen- 
dence one upon another) by ſome other 
more perfe& Eſſence, he muſt neceſla- 
rily acknowledge that to- be ſelf-exiſtent 
and ſufficient, ang conſequently adore ir 
- as the Author and Conſervator of his 
preſent and particular Subliſtence.” 

2. Hence it is thar Religion is not a 
thing which is merely inſtilled into us by 
Inſtrution and Education : For let us be 
_—_ ſo impiouſly diligent in rafing the 
venerable Name of the Deity out of his 
Temple, and blotting his Inſcription our 
of our Souls , 'tis manifeſt ro all , that 
we can never totally rid, our Minds of 
the Apprehenſions and Fears of a ſu- 
preme Numer : And that ſome men have 
ſo far debanched their Minds, and ſtifled 
the Sentiments of Reaſon, that they can 
{ſwallow down the groſleſt Impieries, as 
Sacriledge, Rebellion, Murder, and Adul- 
ery without the leaſt Regret ; proves no 


more that Religion is not a Principle of * 


Nature, than it doth of the da ny” 
O 


oem, 
— — 
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of «he Sun, that ſome men wilfully live 
in Darkneſs, and ſhut up themſelves, 
that they may not fee his ' Beatns; for 
'ris evident, that ſuch Perſons have: pur 
themſelves into a preternatural State, 
and forced their Minds and Reaſons to 
a Conſtitution far different from the 
Univerſal Nature or Reaſon of Mankind. 
Nor 'can it be eluded by fancying Reli- 
gion-to be a piece of State-Policy in- 
vented only to keep People in awe, 
and for the betrer cemening Govern- 
ments together, _ and fo derived: from one 
Generation to 'another by the Cuftom 
and Example of their Progemitors. Fot 
if there were no ſuch Faculty inherent 
in us,” and contemporary with our. very 
Beings; which had a Natural Propenſity 
and Inclination' ro a Religious Yeneration 
and/Worſhip, it could not be but that in, 
time\Narure would return and caft 
whatever is contrary to it. As'a Spri 
hs always a Conetw to unbend-it ſelf, 
and' if at any time the Impediment be 
removed, will infallibly reduce itfelf ro 
its proper ſtate ; So our Facriſties, though 
they may be long diſtorted” and forced 
our of their due Poſition, yet they have 
fall an Endeavour to free themfelves and 
caſt off that uneafie Load which-con- 
A 4 ftrains 
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firains and oppreſſes them, and will un- 
doubtedly upon any due occaſion offered 
return to their firſt and true ſtate. And 
if chere were .no ſuch Being, as God, 
the wiſer Ages of the World would 
ſoon diſcover the Falſhood and . Impo- 
ſture, and chalk out a fair Way and Me- 
thod far the Natures of men to recover 
from that Error and Prejudice they-lay 
under,” and by their own gemnine Effort 
and Strength reaſſert themſelves into their 
ancient Liberty. But beſides this, the 
- Peace and Tranquilliry of Kingdoms. and 
States Politick .mighe ſufficiently be con- 
ſerved without the invention of Religion, 
by ſevere Laws and Penalties. For al- 
though rhete were. no immaterial Being 
in the World,” yer every Perſon being 
ſo well ſatisfied with himſelf, .and. con- 
tented with the exerciſe of thoſe Facul- 
ties he finds in himfelf,, no man would 
{eek his own Ruine and Torments and 
therefore there would be little or ao 
need of inſtilling into the minds of men 
{uch a Notion as Religion. 

3, Inthe- firſt Times and Ages of the 
World, the Law of Nature, which God 
hath equally implanted in all men (and 
by which I mean nothing bur Reafon, 
or that Power in man which teaches him 
(7s) 
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to diſtingviſh and put a difference be- 
eween Good and Evil, Beauty and De» 
formity, Purity and Impurity) was-the 
only Rule and Guide to dire& them, 
ad by the help of this they knew God 
and ſerved him. For God being inhim-, 
ſelf an infinite ReRirude, and PerfeRion, 
delineated' himſelf and - copied- ont his 
own Nature in all moral Agents ſo far 


as they were capable of receiving ir. 
And herein God left not himſelf with- 


our witneſs, in that all Mankind had: - 


Means and Helps ſufficient to. come 
to_ the knowledge of a Deity by an 
inſpeQion - into the Book of Nature, 
wherein God has diſplaid himſelf in 
plain and legible CharaRers, fo that 
they were wholly withour | excuſe, For 
*if the.Law written in their hearts and 
diſcriminating berween Good and Evil, 
rogether with che obvious RefleRions 
from the Natures and Proprieties of 
things, had not been enoughto demon: 
ſtrate and point out the Exiſtence of a 
God, men could not have been account- 
able, nor rendred obnoxious to Puniſh- 
ment. But although this Law ſealed 
on the Tables of mens Hearts were ſuf- 
ficient to reach them  y»«5v 7 e57, that 
which might be known of God, if the 

wo 
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would have given heed to its yet in 
proceſs of time-it {o came to paſs, thar' 
through the 'Iniquity and Perverſnefs of 
mens minds, whereby they gave them- 
ſelves wholly. up to rheir own Luſts and 
Paſſions, this Light of - Nature became 
_ dull, faint, and obſcure, and'men were 
governed: only by the DiQares of their 
corrupt and lawleſs Wills; andthe whole 
Earth was filled with Violence - and 
Oppreſſion, and the greateſt part of Man- 
kind became ſo brutiſh in -their Imagi- 
nations, that they made themſelves Gods 
of Gold and Silver , Wood and Stone, 
and ſerved the Creature <Þz' + «Jim, 
beſide the Creator , who is God bleſſed 
for ever. 
© 4+ Wherefore when this way proved 
unſerviceable and ineffeQnal tor- Mans" 
Reſtauration, God centred upon a new 
Diſpenſation, and revealed himſelf more 
plainly to the Jews, chufing Jacob for 
his Portion, and 1ſrael for the Lot of. bis 
Inheritance, and communicated to them 
. Laws and Sratn'es and Judgments, fencing 
and hedging in the impure Eruptions 
of their Natures by Judicial Decrees, 
and beſieging Vice and Iniquity by the 
aQtual Promulgation of a Law, Bur this 
Yeligion of the Jews lying altogether in 


the 
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the Performance of external Duties, in 


Types and ontward Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, was not able to perfeR the Nature 


of Man, and bring him to that happy: 


ſtate he was poſſeſſed of before his Fall, 
(for as the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. xiv. 17, 
the Kingdom of God confaſts not in mear 
and drink, but (which is far more valu- 
able) in true Righreouſneſs and Peace 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; and Man 


being a Man by his Soul, and not by his 


Body, it is plain, both that the Religion 
whoſe grand Purpoſe and Intent 1s to 
inſtru& and perfe& the Mind, is much 
ſuperior to that which concerns the Body, 
and alſo thar there is fome degree of 
PerfeRion that the Nature of Man is ca- 
pable of, which is not attainable by the ob- 
ſervation of the Law of Moſes )therefore ic 
is neceſſary that there: be ſome other way 


found out to recover all Mankind from 


that ſad and calamitous condition of Vice 
and Sin they now lie under, For we muſt 
know that the Soul of Man conſiſts of a 
perceptive end plaſtick Part, which is 
the ſame with St, PauPs 5 im and 5 ifs 
aryos@& , the inner and outward man, 
and the Jadaical Qeconomy being wholly 
firted for the gratification of the Plaſti- 
cal or Animal Life, it is impoſhble it 
ſhould 
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| ſhould refine and purifie that more ſpi- 
ritual part of Man,. or in the Scripture- 
Phraſe TeSm + ae3d'orm , make him per- 
fet# that did the ſervice, 

5- Wherefore when the fulneſs of 
time came, and mens minds were in 
ſome meaſure prepared for the reception 
of ſo heavenly a Dodrin, Almighty God 
reſolved to pur in execution his- laſt and 
moſt- perfe& Determination , which was 
to ſend down his beloved Son into the 
World, who ſhould by a plain and fa- 
miliar way teach and inſtrakt Mankind, 
and recover the lapſed World to a ſtate 
of Righteouſneſs and Truth. Now then, 
God walks no more at a Diſtance, nor 
hides himſelf any longer under the- ob- 
ſcurity of Types and Shadows, bur hath 
. diſpelled the Clouds and Adumbrations 
of the legal Services, by the full and 
- bright approach of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs , who hath pitched his feroacle 
amongſt us, and teaches us his Will by 
a way of condeſcending Wiſdom, ſuit- 
ing and proportioning himſelf to the moſt 
ſhallow Capacities, This is that which 
the Apoſtle x Cor, 1, 21, calls the Fool- 
iſhneſs of Preaching , wherein God hath 
ſtooped down to us, 'clothing himſelf 
in the frailtics of human Nature, and 
adapting 
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adaptivg the reſults of his Will co our 
narrow and weak Apprehenſfions, And 
this is that Oeconomy which in Day. ix, 
24. iscalled an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
whcch the Meſſias Hears far wk 
world : For when the zvxvuepo; x; mwvSros, 
thoſe . various Schemes - and exteriour 
Diſpenſations of Religion wax old, paſs 
away, and vaniſh, this ſhall remaln for 
ever, and never be aboliſhed, as being 
nothing elſe but che eſſential Preſcriptt- 
ons of Holineſs , thoſe eternal Rules of 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs that are 
-oae re in the very Nature and Being of 


6, The Goſpel then being of fo 


great Conſequence and ineſtimable Be- 
nefit to Mankind , it will be neceſſary 
for every. man to know and enquire 
into the Reaſons of his Belief, up- 
on what Grounds he gives credie 
to the Chriſtian, Religion, that his 
Faith being buile upon a ſolid and ſure 
Foundation , he may not be aſhamed 
of his Profeſſion, but according to the 
holy Apoſtles Advice, ready ar all times 
and upon every occaſion to give an 
Anſwer to every man that asketh him 
a Reaſon of the Hope that is in him, 


I Pet, 1ii, 15, 
Now 
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Now the Excellency of the Chriſtian 
Religion appears, 

1, That it is intelligible, 

II, Thar it 1s true, 

III. That it contains nothing light and 
trivial, but grave and ſober Truths, 
delivered in that decorous and becom- 
ing Majeſty, as -well ſuited with that _ 
Bleſſed Spirit which jaſpired the Prophets 
and Apoſtles. x 

IV. Thar it is every way fitted and 
accommodated for an effeual Reco- 
very of lapſed and degenerated Man- 
kind, 
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CHAP. I. 


Hat the Coſpel is intelligible, can- 

not but appear to every one- that 

15 acquainted with it ; for though there 
may be ſome things wrapped in Clouds 
and Difficulties, yet they are ſuch as 
do not ſo nearly relate to PraQice, but 
are of a more ſpeculative Confiderati- 
on : But as for the whole Duty of Man 
in order to Holineſs, and a good and 
pious Life, it is Tai down in ſuch eaſie 
and plain terms, that no man can have 
any reaſonable excule for himſelf, if - 
0 


, 
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do not know and practiſe the Will of 
God, For the Divine Wiſdom fore- 
ſeeing that che greater number of Be- 
lievers throughout the World would 
not be men of deep Reaſon, but-rather 
of great Love and Faith, and ſuch as 
would cordially adhere to their Saviour - 
againſt all Oppoſitions,- though they 
could - not ſyllogiſtically mainrain the 
Reaſonableneſs of every part of the 
Dodrin they profeſſed 3 God, I ſay, 
foreſceing this-, hath ſuited rhe - Goſpel 
to the meaneſt Capacity, anq there 
needs no great Skill ro be a good Chri- 
ſtian , bur rather an hearty and incere 
applying ourſelves to the - PraRtice of 
what is ſo fally diſcovered to us, The 
Goodneſs of Almizhty God is ſuch, that 
he conliders the ſeveral States and Con- 
ditions of men in the World, and makes 
allowance for thoſe whom his Providence 
hath ſo placed, as that they are not in a 
capacity of attaining tro any great mea- 
ſures of Knowledge, and accepts of the 
conſtant and fincere Inclination and 
Bent of their Wills in praQifing what 
they know, and they ſhall never be cal- 
| Ted to an account for what they had no 
opportunity of gaining, 'And although 
he that knows much and Nh ee 

the 


- 
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the Reaſons of things, and makes this 

Knowledge inſtrumental to the purifying 

and purging his Soul from Vice, be far 

more excellent than he. whom Nature 

has made of a {lower Apprehenfion, yet 

this man is in no wiſe contemptible, bur 

. dear and acceptable in the fight of God, 

who never fails to reward honeſt Sim- 
plicity and Innocency, and to recompenſe 

every degree of hearty Love with a ſuit- 
able proportion of Glory. 

But that we may ſce before our eyes 
the Plainneſs and Perſpicuity of the 
Goſpel in all matters that concern the 
Salvation and future Happineſs of a Chri- 
tian, we may take a brief Abſtra& or 
Sum of our Duty, which is thisz © To 
©love the Lord our God with all our 
© hearts, and to have a firm and radica- 
*red Faith in his Goodneſs declared to 
* the World by his only begotten Son 
* Jeſus Chriſt ; an univerſal Abſtinence 
* from all Wrong and Injuſtice z a hearty 
© Love and Good-will ro all men what- 
* ever; to hold faſt that which is Good, 
* and to abſtain from all appearance of 
© Evil; to be of a compaſſionate and for- 
© giving Spirit, and if we have received 
*an Injury, not to recompenſe it again 
*1in any kind; to abſtra& and withdraw 
our 
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© our hearts and minds from earthly 
© Goods, and make Treaſures for our- 
© (elves in Heaven, and to be no more 
* ſolicitous for worldly concernments than 
* the Lilies of the field or the Fowls of 
*the air , but that having food and rai- 


* ment therewich to be content; to keep 


* ourſelves pure and undefiled, not only 
* from outward and grofſer, but inward 
*and more refined Pollutions; to be 
* ready to do good and diſtribute to the 
* Neceſſities of our Brerhren 3 to live 
* peaceably , if it be poſſible, with. all 
* men; Ina word, whatever things are 
*erue, whatever things are honelt, julk, 
* lovely , and of good report; if there 
* be any virtue, if there be any praiſe, to 
* think on ſuch things, What can be plain- 
fr and ca(ter than this > Nor is the Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel any derogation from it, 
though that impious Epicuream Celſme 
deride it upon.that account, extolling the 
Writings of Plato above the Scriptures : 


For, as Origen acutely enough replies, r.;6.,.cor- 
the Deſign of God in the Goſpel being «:Ccliuw, 


to make men good and virtuqus, It. was 
neceſſary the Precepts tending to that 
cad ſhould be delivered plainly and per- 


ſpicuauſly, ſuitable ro the Capacities of 
the illicerate Vulgar, who are better , 


allured 
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allured and won by a common and u{ral 
form of Speech , than by the artificial 
Deckings and gay Schemes of Rhetorick : 
"Oui mihiy am Ts 19s © "Ennlwikiis pegintus 
A295 voy 8 dure , minus goo 4) vojurior 7% 
twmenictegy a myſenoulle x, amvgients Mien ops 
"Tseforg 5 Xersienis, And therefore Chriſt 
and his Apdfiles did much more advance 
that which was their chief aim, the Life 
and Nature of God in the World by 
that (as Celſus calls ir) rude and ruſti- 
cal manner of ſpeaking, than all the 
elegant Writings of Plate, which if they 
ever were advantageous for the recti- 
fying -and amending the Lives of men, 
it was only to ſuch whoſe Intelleual 
Faculties were raiſed and elevated above 
the Plebeian Strain, Therefore did the 
Holy Jeſus on purpoſe' make choice of 
ignorant and illiterate Perſons , that ir 
might *appear that.the things which they 
ſpake were not in the words which mans 
wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghoſt teacheth, and that by the fooliſh 
things of the world God might confound 
the wiſe, and by the weak deſtroy the 
things that are mighty, 

Objet. Bur you will ſay, To what 
prrpoſe # that Intricacy and Perplexity 


« which is found in many Places of Hely 


Scripture, 
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Seriprare , and wherefore are many of the 
chiefeſt of its Dottrines involved in fuch 
Darkndſs and 0bſcnrity ? 

Anſw, 1. It was in ſome \ meaſure 
—_— that the Scripture "ſhould be 
obſcure to conciliate Reverefice, and to 
beget a greater Eſteem of its VVorth 
and Dignity. For the' Goſpel is . ofteti 


called a Myſtery , which ſuppoſes ſom- + 


thing venerable and fecrer, and hidden 
from the eyes of vulgar Perſons: * Ahd 
God as in Nature, he harh' kid many 
pretious thinks in the Bowels of the Earth, 
. which cannot be obtained withour great 
Labour and Diligence ; in like manner 
hath he veiled many incſtimable Treaſures 
in the Chriſtian Myſtery, which are only 
attainable by the diligent Search and fin- 
cere Endeavobrs of pious then : For 
(hould the Divine Wiſdom have diſ- 
played at once all the Gloties and Peauty 
of this ſacred and recondire Method of re= 
coveting Souls, it would appear contem- 
ptible and worthleſ*,as being the calle ptr- 
chaſe of every profane and impiousPerſon, 
2, The "Reaſon of the Obſcurity of 
Chriſtianity lies not ſo much in the Na- 
eure of the thing itſelf, as in the in- 
congruity of mens Minds and Under- 
ſtandings with ſo high and raiſed an Ob- 
B ject, 
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jet. The Eye cannot behold the. Sun 
unleſs it: have ſome Reſemblance and Si- 
militude of it within uſelf 3- for. ike is 
known. by its like, and it mens Minds 
be not purified and brought into ſome 
Cognation and Likeneſs with the Truths 
offered,to them , it is impoſſible they 
ſhould ever. have. any true and genuine 
Apprebenſion of them. There is a Learn- 
ing and Knowing. the Truth as it is in 
Jeſus, in that God-like, meek, and re- 
figned Spirit, and till mens Tempers, be 
plain'd and ſmooth'd from the rugged- 
neſs' of their Paſſions , and-the ſtubborn 
Aſperities of their Luſts, and won to 
the embracing of the Truth in.the love of 
it, in that Chriſt-like Nature of Humi- 
liry and Self-Denial , they may fill their 
heads with ſapleſs and lean Notions, 
windy and turgent - Fancites , but never 
nouriſh up their Souls with ſolid and- 
ſubſtantial Knowledge. | The true ſcnſe 
of Religion and Chriſtianity ariſes out of 
a mind devoid of Paſſion, and in which 
the Life of God has taken deep root and 
flouriſhes and ſpreads itſelf throughout ' 
all the powers of the Soul, giving a 
tinRure, reliſh and ſavour of _11{elf to 
every Thought, Word, and Deed ia the 
whole courſe of a mans Life, And with- 
" Out 
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out this purified ſenſe , ' we feed - upon 
nothing bur the Husks and Shells of Reli- 
gion; and fall in love with Shadows in- 
itead of laſting and durable Subſtances. 
And'this is no more than: what the Scri- 
pture ſpeaks. of itſelf. x Cor. it. 14. The 
nainral man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
him neither can be» know them , be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, There 
is required. a ſpiritual Senſe, a Life of 
Holineſs and Juſtice, of Benignity and 
Righteouſneſs, to the true difcrimina- 
tion.of Good and Evil. And further, -t6 
the Knowledge and Underſtanding of 
Divine Myſteries, there is -neceflarily 
required the Aid and Affiſtance: of that 
Almighty and Omaipreſent Spirit, who 
by bis foſtering Incubation. brought into 
Being the goodly frame of Heaven and 
Earth, and that this Holy -Spirie of Truth 
may begin the Efformation. of the new 
and heavenly Nature { a conliderable 
part:.of which , is Divine and :Spirimual 
Wiſdom) there muſt be ſome-previous 
Preparations, and men mult be morally 
good and virtuous, or elſe they will, be 
perfe&tly incapable of the illapſe of his 
Celeſtial Influence. And therefore it 1s 
no marvel , if to brutiſh and immoral 
B 3 Perſons 
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Perſons the 'Myſtery of Godline(s be 
hid andobſcure, 3:43 
3. That there might be ſomthing till 
reſerved for the gratification of all de- 
grees of Chriſtians in all Ages of the 
World, There are both weak and ſtrong 
Chriſtians; ſome that are Babes in 
Chriſt; and are fed with Milk, others that 
are of full Age, «and have a diſcrimina- 
ting ſenſe 'of Good and Evil, For the 
one there was *s & apps 77 KewFaby ©, a 
rudimental way of inſtrution, whereby 
men were led, as it were, by the hand 
through the Principles of Religion, as 
the Author to the Hebrews inttmates, 
Heb. vi. ' where the firſt thing required 
of them that embraced Chriſtianity, was 
Repentance from dead works, and Faith 
towards God, and upon this followed 


:Bapriſm, then &rdzyj which I take to be 


Cacechizing, and after that Confirmarti- 
on by 'the Biſhop, agreeable ro this 
Apoſtolical Cuſtom is the Practice of 
the Church of England, who after Ba- 
ptiſm appoints Children to be inftruged 
in the Church-Catcchiſm, and then 
brought to the Biſhop to receive Con- 
firmation : For others whoſe intelleQual 
Capacities were fit for the reception of 
higher Myſtcrics, there was 5:42 _ - 
u 
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full and rational Explication ofthe ſeveral 
Dogmataof Chriſtianity ; and of theſe St; 
Paul is to be underſtood when he ſays,We 
ſptak wiſdom among them that are perfet?, 
eventhe wiſdom of Godin the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel. And Sr. Fob» diſtinguiſhes the 
ſeveral Ages and Growths of Chriſtians ; 
1 write unto you little Children, becauſe 
your Sins are forgiven you for bis names 
ſake: 1 write wnto you young men , be- 
cauſe ye have evercome the wicked one: 
1 write unto you fathers, becauſe ye have 
| known bim that & from the beginning. 
Now that the Stewards of the Myſteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven may give 
every one his meat in due ſeaſon, it is ne- 
ceſlary there ſhould be a diverſity in the 
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x John 2, 
Iz, &c. 


Goſpel, that every proportion anddegree + 


in Grace may receive ſomthing which 
may both rengthen and gratify the know- 
er, A man is not ſatisfied with that which 
will nouriſh and content an Infant, and 
and he that is well grown in Piety and Ho- 
lineſs, leaving the Rudiments and Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity aſcends to higher 
Notions, and is infinitely ſatisfied and 
raviſhed with the Contemplation of the 
Works 'of Nature and Providence , in 
beholding the Divine Goodneſs and Wil- 
dom in the Manifeſtation of thar Myſiery 
7:0 which 
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which lay hid from Abes and Generations, 
and whoſe only Deſign being revealed, 
is the complete Reſtauration and Perfeti- 
on of Human Nature. And in this 1s 
the Saying of the wiſe man verified, 
Eccleſ. 2.26. God giveth to 4 man that 
# good in his fight, wiſdem and knowledge 
and joy. 


— —_—__. 


_ CHAP. II. 
Of the Truth of Chriftianity. 


He ſecond Illuſtration of the Ex- 

cellency of Chriſtian Religion is, 
Thatit is true ; which will beſt be *evi- 
denced by theſe Gradations : 

I, Iris certain that there was ſuch a 
Man as Jeſus in the World : And here I 
would deſire the Enemies of this Truth, 
whether Jews or Heathens, to give me 
liberty to make uſe of the ſame Argu- 
ments they themſelves do in proving the 
Truth of their Hiſtories ; For how are 
they aſſuredrhat there were-any ſuch men 
inthe World as Moſes and Ariftorte ? If 
they fay they have it from a conſtant and 
unqueſiionable Tradition, we can bring 
the 


On” 
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the ſame proof for the Chriſtian Religion, 
the Truth of which hath been delivered 
ſucceſſively from one Generation to ano- 
ther for above theſe ſixteen hundred years. 
If they appeal ro the Writings of thoſe 
who were contemporary with them, the 
Chriſtians have the ſame Plea: For the 
very Enemies of Jeſus, ſuch as Celſas the 
Fpicurean, and Faulian the Apoſtare ne- 


ver queſtioned his Exiſtence and Being 


upon Earth, The wards of Celſas we 
have in the ſecond Book of Origen, 
"Eroyus one aur +1) y5)v Ott, ic) hes x; wears 
iezardn, And Fulian confeſſes as much, 
as we find by Cyril in his fixth Book, 
'Fr wins 018) Tis 2003s th par HdonRt, of dim 


" worarres igrgnCar & Bro; OZ x, 2 Bundle mils 


unums, of wnguy wegan D. I might here 
bring in the Teſtimony of Tacktws, Pliny, 
and Numeniws the Pythagorean' who in 


his third Book « 75497 (as Origen tells Li., cor. 
us): relates 2 certain piece of the Hiſtory *aCclluw, 


of Jeſus, which he afterwards allegorizes; 
but I need nor be copious in this, the Jews 


themſelves who never thought they could 


ſufficiently dereſt and hate the Name of the 
Holy Jeſus,yet could not deny buthe once 
lived among them, and therefore call him 
mv as Luctan in derifion # drammemairre, 
him that was hinged on aTree, ; 

| 2, It 
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2.1t is likewiſe asunqueſtionable that Je- 
ſus wrought many notable Miracles while 
he converſed with men;and they are ſuch, 
as if we look into the Quality and Deſign 
of them, do evidently, prove his Miſhon 
from Heaven, and therefore that all men 
ouzht ro believe on him. And this mi- 
raculous Power ought to have convinced 
the Jews by their own Law , for this 
was the Sign or Token lefr by Moſes to 
diſcern between the true and falſe Pro- 
phet, Deut, xviii. 21, 22. And if thow 
ſay in thine heart, How ſhall we knew the 
word which the Lord hath not ſpcken ? 
When a Prophet ſpeaks in the name of the 
Lord , if the thing follow not nor come 
70 paſs, t. e. it he dono Miracles, that 
& the thing which the Lord hath not ſpo- 
ken : An conſequently, if there (hall 
come one whoſe Do&rine.tends to the 
eſtabliſhing the pure Worllip of the true 
God, and delivers nothing bur what is 
for the promotion of Piety and Holineſs, 
and ſhall confirm this his Do@rine by 
Miracles, both Jews and Gentiles ouzhr 
to believe in him, Bur if any one come 
and ſeek to draw men from real and ſub- 
ſtantial Holineſs and the Worſhip of the 
true God, and to gain credit to his per- 
nicious Deſign, ſhall work a Miracle, we 
are 
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are not to believe him, becauſe God 
ſometimes permits ſuch things ro be done 
to try the Conſtancy and Stedfaſtneſs of 
men, Dewt.xiil, I, 2, 3+. Tothis the Jews 
obje and ſay, that our bleſſed Saviour 
performed his Miracles by magical and 
diabolical Arts, for ſo they tell him, that 
he caſt out Devils by BeelFebub the Prince 
of Devils, Tothis impious Cavil we may 
return ( 1.) the Anſwer which our Saviour 
made them, Mat. xii. 25,26, Every king- 
dom divided againſt itſelf is brought to 
deſolation; and if Satan caſt out Satan, 
he & divided againſt himſelf, how ſhall 
then his kingdom ſtand? For the Dodrin 
of Chriſt being ſo exa&ly oppolite and 
deſtructive of the kingdom of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs and Darkneſs (as Porphyry  him- 


ſelf acknowledged, 'Ino# nuwwde , 5s jib, ;, 


ms Ir Dudics boarding ire, ) If the Head 
and Prince of this wicked Polity ſhould 
aber the Lord Chriſt ſo far as toimpower 
him ro.cafſt our his aſſociates from their 
uſurped Habitations, ir would undoubr- 
edly beget ari inteſtine War, and the 
Powers of Hell would be at an eternal 
Variance and Diflenſion with one another, 
which ar laſt would be the cauſe of the 
ruine of their Kingdom. (2.) This were 


an invincible Tegration put upon Man- 
kind, 
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kind, for there can be no ſurer manifeſta- 
tion of the Preſence and Approbation of 
the Deity, than when a man. is inabled to 
work Miracles: Andit were irreconcile- 
able with the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of 
Almighty God to ſufferthe moſt innocent 
and harmleſs Perſons in the world to be 
fatally and inevitably deluded. (3.) The 
great Synedrivm confiſting of the Highs 
Prieſts, the Elders of the People, and the 
Scribes or Lawyers. as their Aſhſtants, 
whoſe Office and Right it was to try the 
Prophets, are faid by the Jews to be 
| Skilled in Magick Rites for the better and 
ſurer Exploratian of thoſe who pretended 
to be true Prophets, but wrought their 
Wonders by the help of Apoſtate Spirirs 5 
which, if it were ſo, is a very pregnant 
Teſtimony that Jeſus performed. his Mi- 
racles by the Divine Power and Appro- 
bation z for otherwiſe his Fraud would 
ſoon have been dete&ed by that grear 
Council. (4.) Tharthere are preſtigious 
and Satanical Miracles,is an Evidence thar 
there are likewiſe True and Divine, as in 
Nature the being of Worſe argues the 
exiſtence of Berter, Sophiſms and Fal(- 
hood the reality of Truth, and the opera- 
rions of Second Cauſes lead us to the 
knowledge and beingof a Firſt ; _ 
ore 
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fore if it be granted that evik-and lapſed 


' Genil can work Miracles, it is apparent 
chat the firſt and beſt Cauſe of all things 
may and does produce Effecs of a Divine 
Power and Virtue 3 and. that the Mira- 
cles of the, bleſſed Jeſus were ſuch; ap- 
pears ny from the Holineſs and Puri- 
ry of his Life and Manners, in all. 

of them _. blameleſs and irreprehenlible, 


and partly fromthe Deſign and Intention 


of his Miracles, namely to confirm: and 
give credirto that ſublime and heavenly 
Dodtin he . brought - into... the World, 
whoſe End was tocorre@ and reform the 
Livesof men, and diſſeminate the bleſſed 
Life and ;Nature of God upon- Earth; 
which Conſiderations are ſufficient to be- 
get a firm and undoubred Per{waſion that 
the immaculate Soubof Jeſus was extra- 
ordinarily aſſiſted: and a&ed by a Divine 
Power and Efficacy which enabled himto 
perform thoſe ſtupendions. Operations 
that are recorded in the Goſpels. - 

3. We have reaſon to. believe . chat 
there was a timely Hiſtory ofthe Life and 
TranſaRions of Jeſus compiled. For we 
can no ways doubt bur, that the Dilſciples 
of our bleſſed Lord, bearing ſo. tender 
and dear a Love to their Saviour ,. and 
being {o fully convinced and larwhedhty 

their 
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their Minds that he was the promiſed Mel. 
ſias, who ſhould regenerate and renew 
the World,” did, compoſe and draw up 
an Abſtrat of Compendium of his Life : 
And if we conſider likewiſe how much'ir 
would conduce to the carrying on the 
Defign they were ſerting on. foot in the 
World, thar all men ſhould believe in the 
Holy Jeſus, and imitate his immaculate 
and faultleſs Example, we cannot readi- 
ly believe that they were ſo ſtupid as to 
negle& ſuch an effcQual Inſtrument for 
the promoting their purpoſe, or fo un- 
charitable as to envy Mankind fo great 
=ERRCT | 

4. That the Hiſtories of the Goſpel 
were compiled by thoſe whoſe Names 
they bear inthe forefront. * And for this 
we have no greater Reaſon to doubr, than 
we have to queſtion wherhet the Penta- 
rench or five firſt Books of the” Bible were 
written by Moſes, or whether thofe Wri- 
tings which bear the Natnes of Cicero and 
Virgil as their Authors, were ever com- 
poſed by them. Suppoſe now we would 
know who was the Author of fome very 
antient Writing ; to prove this, one Te- 
ſtimony muſt be taken from' choſe who 
were contemporaty with the Author, or 
ar leaſt very little diſtant from I 
rom 


Excellency of Chriſtianity, 
from the perpetual Conſent of wiſe and 
learned men; and in this the ſacred Vo- 
lumes have infinitely the advantage above 
any other Writing whatever. Terimllian 
affirms that the Archetypal Copies writ- 
ren with the Apoſtles own hands were 
extant in ſeveral Churches in his time, 
Age jam , qui voles" carioſpratemws melins 
exercere in negotio ſalutis tus, percurre 
Eccleſias Apoſtolicas, apud quas ipſe adhuc 
Cathedre Apoſtolorum ſuis locks praſident, 
apud quas ipje Amhentice' Litere coruns 
recitaniur,, And'is it any more incredible 


De P:zlc. 
ady, Hx- 
reticos. 


that the very Autographs of the Apoſtler 


ſhould be ſeen in Terrullian's time, than 
that Cicero's hand ſhould be ſhown in 
Auimilian's or Yirgil's'in Gelltue his age > 
But beſide that, we have the concurrent 
Teſtimony of Faſtin Martyr, renews, and 
Clemens Alexandrinw, all of which were 
the very next tothe Apoſtolical Age, we 
never find any Controverhe moved cither 
by - Jews or Pagans whether thoſe Wri- 
tings were theirs whoſe Names they. bear. 
Fulian in Cyril acknowledges that the 
Epiſtles of Percy and Paul, the Goſpels 
of Matthew, Mark and Lake are the very 
Writings of thoſe Perſons' wah whoſe 
Names they are adorned, Add to this 
further, that amidſt the carly _—" 
an 
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and Diſſenſions amongſt Chriftians, we 
never find any ſober and grave Perſon 
queſtioning this Truth : Indeed we read 
of the Ebienites, a ſort of Judaizing Chri- 
ſtians who rejeQed the Epiſtles of St, Pan/, 
but yet they denied not that he was the 
Author of them, but refuſed them becauſe 
they thought St, Paul an Undervaluer. of 
and Apoſtate from the Law of Moſes. But 
ſuppole the Anthor of any. of the Books 
of the New Teſtament be tous unknown, 
as it is of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, yer 
ought it not to be of any leſs Credit and 
Authority with us for either the Do&rin 
or Hiſtory contained in it, becauſe rhe 
Matter and Subſtance of the Book is more 
to be regarded than the Name of the Au- 
thor ; and therefore becauſe for example 
we find gothing in che Epiſtle to the He- 
brewswhich may rationally invalidate our 
Belief of the things contained in it, and 
over and above have ſufficient evidence 
that it was never repudiated by the Chri- 
ians who ſucceeded the Apoſtles, we de- 
ſervedly reccive it as Canonical Scripture. 

5. Thatwe have all imaginable Reaſon 
to ground our Faith upon thoſe Hiſtories 
of the Goſpel delivered ro us, And this 
appears, 1. Becauſe 'cis not likely thefe 
who wrote them ſhould be ——_ 
| 2+ Nei- 
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2, Neither is it probable they would de- 
ceive others. 

There is no likelihood they ſhould be 
deceived, becauſe they were either Eye- 
witneſſes of the things they delivered to 
Poſterity, or elſe wrote them from the 
mouths of thoſe who were SpeRators of 
them;and we never find a Miracle record- 
ed which Chriſt did alone, without the 
Company of two or three of his Diſciples; 
When he was transfigured, he took with 
him Peter, Fames, and Fohn; when he 
raiſed the Ruler of the Synagogues 
Daughter, he carried the ſame thiree with 
him. Maithew was one of them who per- 
perually accompanied our blefled Lord, 
and ſaw the greateſt part of thoſe things 
which he wrote. Mark, it is thought, was 
an Aſſociate of Sr. Peter, and wrote his 
Goſpel from his mouth. And Lete, belide 
that he was one of thoſe who travelled 
abour with St. fanl, who had his Com- 
miſſion and Revelation fromi Heaven, he 
alſo in his Dedicgtory Preface to his Go- 
fpel, profeſſes hithſelfto have had perfeR 
Underſtanding of all things from the very 
firſt, as they were delivered to him from 
thoſe who were Eye-witneſles of them. 
« St. Fohn was the beloved Diſciple, and 
always followed the _ Chriſt where- 


ever - 
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ever he went,. and ſetting aſide the Me- 
taphylical Sermons recorded in his Goſpel, 
he relates very few miraclesor new things, 
bur what are confirmed by the Teſtimony 
of ſome one of the other three, As for thar 
notable Miracle ot raiſing Laz4rws from 
the dead afrer tour days burial, omitted 
by all the reſt,it is capable of rhis account 
St. John lived long after all the reſt of the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; evento the De. 
ſtrugion of Fernſalem, and Lazarws being 
then alive when the others wtote their 
Goſpels, they purpoſely omitted it, leſt 
the reciting and recording {o eximious 
and convictive a Miracle, might exaſpe- 
rate the Jews againſt him,and bring him to 
ruine,but being dead,St, John might lafely 
tranſmit it to Poſteriry in his Goſpel, 
Again, It is very improbable they would 
deceive others; For, Cui bono, to whar 
end or purpoſe, or what Defign could 
they aim at in deceiving the World > Ho+ 
nours and Preferments they could not ex- 
pe, they being all in the hands of the Pa- 
gans or of the Jews their bitter Enemies, 
who hated che-holy Jeſus with an implaca- 
ble hatred, and for thar very reaſon per- 
ſecuted all his Adherents 3 nor could they 
bope for Riches, when the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity expoſed them ro the Loſs < 
a 
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all temporal Goods,neither could the Go- 
ſpel be preached wirhour the negle& of 
mundane affairs, But perhaps ſome will 
ſay, they impoſed upon the World, that 
they mighe berche Authors of a new Se; 
Bur (1.) either they believed the Dorins 
which chey tanghr to be true, or they did 
notzif they did not believerhem, we cannot 
eaſily. imagine they ſhould ſo far forth pur 
off all Humanity and good Nature,which 
they ſo ſeriouſly and frequently inculcare 
in their VWritings, as to expoſe ſo many 
thouſand innocent Perſons tro Dearh upon 
their Aﬀertion of a Falſhood : yet if they 
could be fo prodigiouſly cruel to others, 
would they be ſo prodigal of their own 
Blood as to throw it away upon an uncer- 


' tain Deluffon > If they thought them to 


be true, as ir is moſt likely they did, their 
Writings ſhewing that they were in good 
earneſt, then *ris certain that it was not 
the poor and trifling Glory of being the 
Authors of a new and unheard of Se&, 
bur the real Good and Advantage of Man- 
kind which animated and encourag'd them 
ro ſuch an Undertaking. (32.) Ir is not the 
manner of Cheaters to provoke to ſo many 
Witneſſes, as we find the Apoſtles did. 
Se. Paul aſſerting the ReſurreRion of our 
bleſted Lord, __ the Teſtimony of the 
© 4 
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twelve Apoſtles, brings in five hundred 
uponthe Stage at once to confirmthe ſame 
Truth, the major part of which were then 
alive when he wrote that Epiſtle. 1 Cor, 
xv. Add to this that a Lie 1s ſtrifly for- 
bidden by their Writings, and thoſe that 
delight in it menaccd witheternal Deſtru- 
Qion. Eph, 4. 25. Col, 3.9, Rev, 21.8.3. 
(3.) Suppoſe men could be ſo wicked,yer 
would the Goodneſs of God ſuffer ſuch a 
Cheat to be put upon the World ? If we 
look upon the whole frame of the Chriſti- 
an Religion,it is ſuch, that the more good 
any man is, the more likely to adhere to ir, 
and the moſt harmleſs and innocent Per- 
ſons inthe world are moſt apt to be charm- 
ed and overcome by it: Bfit ſurely tothem 
that believe a juſt and righteous Provi- 
dence governing the affairs of the World, 
it is apparent that God would not have ſuf- 
fered an Error ſo univerſally to prevail, 
nor thoſe who moſt of all reſemble his 
bleſſed Nature in Juſtice', Mercy , and 
Compaſſion, to be involved in Obſcurity 
and Ignorance, and eternally to periſh in 
a Deluſion; ſince he may, and aQing 
according to his Nature muſt, neceſlarily 
detedt it. 

Now becauſe the glorious Reſurre&ion 
of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, diſmant- 
ling 
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ling the Priſons of Death,and freeing him” 
ſelt from the Chains and Fetters of th© 
Grave, is the great Pillar and Foundatio® 
of the Chriſtian Dofrinz therefore it will 
be requiſite tro wipe off thoſe Spots the 
mouth of Envy and DetraCtion hath caſt 
upon it. To this end I ſhall examine that 
ObjeRion of the Jews, who ſeeing the 
clear and evident Proots of the Refurre- 
Rion of Jeſus, invented this Elufion of it, 
That his Diſciples came by night, and ſtole 
him away while the watch ſlept. To which, 
the many improbable and unlikely Cir- 
cumſtances it is attended withal will be a 
ſufficient Anſwer and Reply : As (1,) how 
unlikely 1s it that his Diſciples, who juſt 
before fled every one from him, ſhould 
now reſume {ſuch Courage as to venture 
ro ſteal his, Body from a Guard of Soul- 
diers? (2.) Ir is nor likely thatall che 
Watch ſhould be aſleep at one time.(3.)If 
they were, yet 'tis hard to imagine that 
his Diſciples ſhould come juſt atthattime. 
(4.) How could they roll away the Stone 
and take out the Body ( which ſurely 
would have made no ſmall noiſe) and yer 
none of the Guard hear them > (5,) Sup- 
poſe they had taken away the Body, 2uid 
ex cadavere emolumenti ? what benefit 
could they have expeRed from a dead 
V4 Car- 


34 


A Diſcourſe of the 


Carcaſe > would the dead and infamous 
Body of an Impoſtor be a ſufficient Motive 
eo induce them to deny Friends and Rela- 
rives, worldly Intereſts and Profits, yea, 
Life itſelf ro maintain his Credit by telling 
the World a fair Story of his RefurreRion, 
if indeedthere were no ſuch thing. 

This being then ſufficiently evidenced, 
that Chriſt roſe from the-dead, iris an un- 
deniable Confirmation that all his other 
Miracles were true : And indeed it could 
not ſuit with the Juſtice of God to leave 
his Soul in Hell, or ſuffer his Fleſh to ſee 
Corruption : For the Innocence of the 
Lord Chrift was bright as the noon-day, 
and all his Sufferings being undergone 
upon our account, and having made a full 
and perfe& atonement for Sin, the righte- 
ous Providence of God was engaged to 
raiſe him up, and inſtate him in that bleſ- 
ſedneſs which he merited for himſelf by his 
voluntary Humiliatioa and Condeſcenr. 
According to what the Apoſtle affirms of 
him, Ads it. 24. Whom God hath raiſed 
up, having looſed the pains of death, »g%n 
# ly Juverey, becauſe it was not poſſible, 1.C, 
it was not meet, ſuitable or agreeable to 


the Juſtice of God, that he ſhould be holden 


of it. 


We have fcenthe ObjeRion of the Jew, 
and 
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and I ſhall now conclude this Particular 
by conſidering what the Heathen and A- 
cheiſt hath to ſay againſt rhe ReſurreRion 
of Jeſus; and he brings his Fxceprion after 
this manner ; If Feſws did really riſe from 
the dead, why did be not then ſhew himſelf 
alive 10 all, or at leaſt to the chief Priefts 
and Rulers of the Fews who condemned him- 
z0 be crucified, and not only to his own 
company, and that not conftanily to them, 
but like a Spefirum or Ghoſt appearing and 
then vaniſhing away ? 

Bur it is no-wonder if impure and A- 
theiſtical men do nor apprehend the Di- 
vine Diſpenſation of Jeſus in the Fleſh, 
fince there is a perpetual Antipathy be- 
rween their groſs and feculent Souls and 


the Holy Spirit of heavenly Wiſdom : bur 


to them that are ſincere there is nothing in 
this inſtance but may admit of a fair Apo- 
logy : We muſt know then that the Soul 
of the Holy Jeſus being vitally united to 
the eternal Logos, and never lapſed from 
the pure and immachlate Regions of Bleſ- 
ſedneſs with the reſt of Mankind, bur ſo 
qualifying his Glory asto fir himſclf for an 
Union with a terreſtrial Body, muſt have 
even in theſe earthly Hapirations a very 
efficacious Principle of Life and Virtue 
within him, which though -ſhur up and 
C4 con- 
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conſtrained by the.encumbrances of Fle(h 
and Blood, yer ſhone through the Veil, 
aud ſomerimes broke forth into pure Light 
and Glory ; wherefore through the Pleni- 
tude and Perfe@ion of this high and exalc- 
ed Life, itſo came to paſs that in the time 
of his converſe with Mortals before his 
Death, he was not ſcen alike and after 
the ſame manner by all, bur according 
to the Meaſure and Model of their frail 
Capacities : And ſome ſuch thing Fadas, 
who betraid him, ſeems to intimate by gi- 
ving a Sign to the Apprehenders of Jeſus 
to know him, when yet it was true what 
Chriſt ſaid, that he was daily with thens 
teaching in the Temple, And certainly,we 
cannot but think ſomthing extraordinary 
to be in the bleſſed Jeſus, when the Scri- 
prure tells us that the children of 1ſrael 
were not able to behold the glorious Vi- 
ſage even of Moſes when he deſcended 
from his converſe with God in the Mount, 
Although then in the frailties of his Fleſh, 
when he was a Man of Sorrows, and had 
not yet ſpoiled Principalities and Powers, 
nor died for Sin, he ſuffered himſelf to 
be ſeen of all, yet when he had broken the 
Powers of Hell, and roſe as a triumphant 
Conquerour from his Bed of Darkneſs, 
the Grave z he was not then the ObjeR of 
every 


re 
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every mans ſight, his Divinity being more 
refulgent when the Oeconomy he under- 
rook in the Fleſh was faniſhed; bur to 
thoſe who were capable of his Preſence 
he appeared and ſhewed himſelf alive to 
confirm and ſtrengthen their Faith,and yer 
ſpared their Imbecillity and ImperfeRion 
by ſtaying bura little with them as a time, 
For even his Apoſtles were not all capable 
of beholding him at all times,and therefore 
he ſeleted Perer, Fames and Fobn, who 
alone were able to bear that glorious Spe» 
Racle of his Transfiguration, and behold 
Moſes and Elias in their celeſtial Robes, 


and hear notonly their Diſcourſe, bur the * 


voice which came tothem from the clouds. 
And hence we gather that he would nor 
appear to thoſe who inſulted over him in 


| his miſery,and were the Authors of his ig + 


nominious Death, out of compaiſion to- 
wards them,leſt they ſhould be ſtruck with 
Blindneſs, as the wicked Sodomites who 
ſought ro abuſethoſe Angelical Perſonages 
that were hoſpitably received into the 
Houle of Lot : And thus we read that Saul 
in his Journey to Damaſcus, was ſtruck 
blind by that excellent Glory, which yer 
became an innocuous and recreating 
Splendor to Sr, Srepben a little before his 


Death, 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


That Chriſtianity contains nothing light 
and trivial, but grave and ſober Truths, 
delivered in that decorous and becoming 
Majeſty as well ſuited with that Bleſſed 
Spirit, which inſpired the Prophets and 
Apoſtles,” 


He third Particular to be proved 
in order to the Declaration of the 
Excellency of Chriſtianity is, that it treats 
' of no ſmall and trifling things, but ſuch as 
| are of the greateſt imporrance in the 
world, For what is more noble and gene- 
rous than that which concerns the Happi- 
neſs and Welfare of the whole Creation ? 
What more ſublime and excellent than 
that which tends to the unmasking the 
cloudy and obſcure face of Providence, 
and diſcovering the unſearchable Wiſdom 
of God in the harmonious Order and Sym- 
metry of the World > But to deſcend 
more particularly. 

1, The Goſpel teaches us, that the true 
and genuine Felicity of Mankind is the 
Participation of the Nature of God, Thar 
the Souls of men arc in an undue and 
wrong 
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wrong eſtate in this World, that is, that 
their Natures are by ſome means or other 
corrupted and vitiated and forced from 
their proper Bent and Inclinationsz needs 
no other confirmation than the great In- 
quietude and Diflatisfation they find in 
the beſt terreſtrial Joys and Delighrs, and 
their diligent and indefatigable Inquiſition 
afrer ſome noble and permanent Good, 


which may be commenſurate with the 


valtneſs of their Capacities and Deſires, 
And alchough as men come into the 
. World,their Animal Powers and Faculties 
(whoſe proper ObjeRts are the Reſults of 
Senſe and corporeal Motion) are fully a- 
wake, and uſurp the Throne of Reaſon 
and Intelle&t, yer thoſe Lordly Powers 
like an oppreſſed Prince (till Iay claim to 
the Soveraignty and Dominion,and when= 
ever any due occaſion is offcred, give an 
evident proof of their heavenly Birth and 
ExtraQion, and ſtrive to free themſelves 
from their unjuſt Captivity, 'and regain 
their native Liberty and Command. And 
if by a favourable Aﬀſiſtance and timely 
Aid the Minds of men conquer and ſup- 
preſs the rebellious Paſſions and Deſires of 
the mortal Body,and become in any mea- 
ſure healthy and frong to reliſh their pro- 
per Food and Nouriſhment, and _—_ 
| a 
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all the flattering Appearances and fine 
Shows preſented to them from this out- 
ward VVorld, diſcriminate between real 
Good and Evil, and ſeleR true and ſub- 
ſantial from falſe and adulterate Joys, 
they behold with Pleaſure and Enraviſh- 
ment a perfe& Union and Harmony be- 
eween whatever Truths ſhall duly be pro- 
pounded to them and their rational Na- 
tures. For the Souls of men being in their 
vencral Stritures and Lineaments Intelle- 
Qual, it cannot be but that their higheſt 
Felicity and trueſt Accompliſhments muſk 
flow from the exerciſe of their higher and 
more immaterial Powers, and the more 
{piritualiz'd and refined they are from ba- 
ſ{-r Alloy, the more tender and apprehen- 
five are they of whatever is Noble and 
Excellent, and agreeable to the Purity of 
their Natures, Albeir therefore our Fa- 
culties be depraved and debaſed as we ap- 
pear upon the Stage of this World, yet 
there being in us a Goo Propenſion to re- 
ewrn to our tirlt and primitive ſtate, out of 
which we were forced by the unjutt Uſur- 
pation of Iniquity and Sin, Truth and 
Goodneſs, and all thoſe beautiful Forms 
and Ideas which ſhone in our Soulsbefore 
their unhappy Lapſe and Revolt from the 
blefled Laws and Government of Gods 
own 
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own Life, willupon a congruous Propo- 
ſal renew their antient League and Friend: 
ſhip, and conſpire the utter Subverſion of 
all irregular Appetites and Defires,and re- 
duce the whole Man into a ſtrict Obedi- 
ence and Obſervance of the DiRares and 
Preſcriptions of that holy and cxalted 
Principle of Life, which being once fully 
ſeated and radicated in our Minds and 
Spirits, is alone able ro make us perfeRly 
happy and bleſſed, For the Souls of men 
are not devoid of innate Knowledge, bur 
are eſſentially ſtored through the gracious 
Bounty and Liberaliry of the firſt and ble(- 
ſed Author of all things, with the Prin- 
ciples of all manner of Science and Wiſ- 
dom whatever, and hence cannot but em- 


brace andreceive every thing that hath any | 


Cognation and Affinity with thoſe firſt 
Inſcriptions on their Natures, Now the 
great Happineſs, Delight, and SatisfaQtion 
of every degree of Life in the World con- 
ſiting 1n and ariſing from the kindly and 
agreeable Aings of its chiefeſt and beſt 
Faculties and Capacities, and the Nature 
of Man ſo far forth as it is capable of mo. 
ral Good and Evil, being made up of ſach 
Principles as are wholly IntelleQual, he 
will not only eſteem the Effuxes and E- 
mana:ions of the Rational Life to be the 
Foun- 
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Foundations of his Felicity, but ſcek the 
Amplification and Diffuliop of ir , and 
reduce all exorbitant Motions to its Rules 
and Determinations, And if we will nor 
impoſe upon ourſelves; nor degrade our 
Minds below the Folly and Triflingneſs of 
Children, but a& like Men who prefer 
Things before empty Sounds and Names, 
the eternal Rules of Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, 
and Goodneſs, will appear infinitely more 
eligible than any thing elſe inthe World 
beſide ; for le: a man be poſſeſt of the mot 
glorious and ſplendid Advantages and Sa- 
tisfaRions that poſſibly can grow out of 
the Earth, and let him extra the Flower 
and Quinteſſence of Sublunary Delights, 
and he will find them at the belt very di- 
lute and flaſhy, and too baſe and diſpro- 
portionate Objects of a pure, active and 
indefatigable Mind. And were tt not that 
men are cheated into an Eſteem and Ap- 
probation of them, partly from the Ex- 
ample of others, who daily run the great- 
eſt Hazards and Labours in their Acqui- 
ſition and Purchaſe, and par:ly, from the 
innace Pravity and Iniquity of their own 
Spirics, which being preingag d in an early 
Contention after the things of Senſe, are 
more forcibly ſtruck and moved by the E- 
miſſions and Radiations of the Corporeat 
World, 
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World ; it were exceeding improbable 
they ſhould forego ſuch valuable and ex- 
cellent Pleaſures as thoſe of Virtue and 
Holineſs,for the ſmall and inconſiderable, 
though the moſt refined Joys of this Regi- 
on of Mutability, eſpecially when they are 
perpetually attended with ſuch inſtant Sa- 
tieties and afflitive Circumſtances, Thar 
bleſſed Author of our Felicity the Lord 
Chriſt, who both knew the Soveraign 
Good of our Spirits, and deſigned the Ce- 
menting and Reſtauration of the broken 
and diſtracted World by entring into it, 
makes it his firſt care and bulineſs ropurge 
and refine our Minds from the Droſs and 
Pollution of material Concretions , by 
bringing down the Price of terreſtrial 
Love, and ſetting a low Eſtimate upon 
what the World calls Happineſs, Riches 
and Honours and all the choiceſt Gratifi- 
cations of the inferior Life, and proponnd- 
| ing notonly ſuch Prgtepes as in their own 
nature tended to the raiſing and elevating 
the Powers and Faculties of our Souls to 
their higheſt and moſt enlarg'd PerteQion, 
and which by our Conformity to them 
ſhould fully ſarisfie all qur rational Thirſts 
and Appetites, but likewiſe revives our 
languiſhing+Reſolutions, and reinſpirits 
our Minds with new Strength and or 
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by his own Example,as the moſt attraQtive 
and powerful Means that poſſibly can be 
offered to an ingenuous Nature. All the 
time - that he converſed upon Earth, he 
went about doing good, tranſcribing the 
faireſt and moſt amiable PerfeRions and 
Attributes of the moral Eſſence of God for 
our Imitation, redreſſing and healing the 
Imperte&ions of Mankind, and caſting a 
benign and anſpicious Influence upon the 
diſtempered World, by propagating and 
diffaſing the holy Life of God into all ca- 
pable Recepracles. And that he might 
ſhew us what a {mall and mean Valuati- 
on he puts upon mundane and temporal 
Felicities, and how little they contribute 
tothe Advancement of that which is the 
Flower and Summirty of our Souls , he 
commands great Temperance and Mode- 
ration both in the Proſecution and Ulſe of 
chem, and declares a high Diſlike againſt 
all Exorbitancy and Excefle, condemning 
all anxious and folicitous Thoughts abour 
theſe momentany Concernments as crimi- 
nous and faulty, And what he enjoined 
upon his Diſciples and Followers, he him- 
ſelf always obſerv'd and pradtis'd, never 
diſquicting his holy Breaſt with doubrful 
and corroding Cares, nor charging Hea- 
ven with Partiality and Unkindneſs,though 
he 


FF IS LS TE 


Excellency of Chriftianity. 


he became ſo poor for our 'ſakes that he 
was forced by a Miracle to pay his Tri- 
bute-penny to the Roman Governour. His 
blameleſs and immaculate Soul no impure 
touch of Pleaſure ever defiled, nor unjuſt 
and unhallowed Aion ever ſtained and 
ſullied irs native Brightneſs, but remained 
to: his dying upon the Croſs a ſpotleſs 
Temple eternally conſecrated to the Di- 
vinity reſiding in it. But that which did 
moſt of all allure and attra& the ' Hearts 
and Spirits of men, was his exceeding and 
ſuperlative Charity, which not only burne 
bright within its own Orb,but by a ſacred 
Influence and Communication melted and 
thaw'd the benum'd and frozen World in- 
to a ſofr, pliable, and ſequacious temper, 
and ſer abroad a Godlike Spirit of univer- 
ſal Tenderneſs, Pity, and Compaſſion up- 
on the Earth. ' And that fo illuſtrious a 
Perſon might want nothing to recommend 
his Life to Mankind as the molt complete 
Pattern of the Divine Nature, his Patience 
exhibired in a noble ſufferance of all thoſe 
Ignominies and Diſgraces pnt upon him, 
made him no leſs conſpicuous than thoſe 
other radiant Virtues rendred him accep- 
table ro Godand Man. And if there be 
any thing more that is worthy and deco- 


rous,and perfe&ive of the Nature of Man, 
D i 


(45 


A Diſcourſe of the 


it was eminently contained in the Lord 
Chriſt, whoſe glorious Mind was cqq large 
and great to bring forth any poor and ab- 
je& Deſign, but rook the whole World 
into his Care, and folded the Creation 
within the Arms of dear Compaſſion, By 
all this and mych more we are taughr 
wherein conſiſts the greateſt Excellency, 
Beauty and Dignity of our Souls; namely, 
in the Ads of Goodneſs, Righteouſnels, 
and Mercy, in profound Humility, and 
Self-Denial,in Patience, Longanimuty,and 
pacorrupted Purity of Body and Spirit. 
For theſe and ſuch like Heroical Exertions 
of our Minds bring not only a preſent De- 
light and Gratefulneſs with them, bur per- 
vade by, a ſecret and inſenfible Influence 
all our Animal Powers,and diffuſe a certain 
Savour and Reliſh of themſelves through- 
out our inferior Faculties, As it is with 
Vice and Sin, every pitiful and degenerate 
ProduRion of which ſpreads irs contagious 
Nature, and leavens our whole Man with 
its poyſonous and infeQious Inſpirations : 
ſo much mgre will Truth and Righteoul- 
neſs diſſeminate a healthful EMux, and 
hallow our vital Capacities, as being the 
molt congenerous and agreeable Objects 
of our intelleual Parts, The Life of God 
which alone ought to have the Soveraign 
Com- 
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Command over the wholerational Crea- 


tion, and which will in due time conquer 
and triumph over the dark and apoſtate 
Principality z that Life,I ſay, of univerſal 
SanRity and Righteouſneſs is an immortal 
thing like irs great Source and Parent, and 
is always paſling through the World, and 
will not reſt any where but in ſuch a fir and 
congruous SubjeR,as bears ſome Analogy 
and Similicude with itſelf: And being once 
ſeated there (unleſs it be forcibly driven 
out by rebellious Luſts, ro which it pro- 
claims an irreconcileable War) it will con- 
tinually difpread its lovely Nature,anden- 
large its Kingdom by the total Conſum- 
ption or Converfion into its own Likeneſs 
and Quality, whatever refſts and hinders 
its Progre(s, and at laſt, when freed from 
the fluggiſh weight of Mortality, like a 
quick and ative Flame carry upthe Soul 
with Joy and Triumph into Heaven, to 
which it always breaths and afpires, Hea- 
ven itſelf is nothing but the bleſſed Manfi- 
on of Righteouſneſs, a State of pure and 
undefiled Light, whoſe happy and glori- 
ous Inhabitants are perfe&tly delivered 
from the Bondage and Servility of Corrn- 
ption, and Goodnels, and Juſtice, and all 
the Moral Excellencies of Divinity en- 
thron'd within their ſacred Breaſts. Ard 
D 2 every 
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every good Man does not only preſage, 
but really poſleſſes in this Life a part of 
his furure Happineſs , when the Divine 
Nature throughly informs, poſleſles, and 
aRuates the Powers and Faculties of his 
Mind, and he faithfully attends to, and is - 
guided and governed by its Laws and Sug- 
geſtions, And he whole Soul and Spirit, 
thus becomes an Habitation of Righteoul- 
neſs, is in a ſenſe Deified, and God dwells 
in him, and he is united to that Omni- 
preſent Spirit of Love and Purity. For 
that Divine Nature, the Participation of 
which is the End and Deſign of the whole 
Goſpel, is not Power and Wiſdom, but 
ſomething more precious and foveraign : 
for if a man had all Power, that he could 
remove Mountains, and with his breath 
ſop the conſtant Gyres and Circulations 
of the Earth; and if he had all Wiſdom 
and Knowledge, to underſtand the abſtru- 
{eſt Theory in Nature and Providence, 
and could perſwade with the Rhetorick 
and Oratory of an Angel; yet if he had 
not Charity,the Bond of PerfeRion,which 
not only. confolidates and holds together 
the great Body Policick of Heaven and 
Earth,butis the Root and Center in which 
all the lines of Beauty and Excellence in 
Human Souls unite and mecty he ou 
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have no more of the true Life and Spirit 
of Chriſtianity in him,than a tinkling and 
ſounding Piece of Braſs, Love is the Joy 
of Men and Angels, the Glory of Hea- 
ven, and the ff pregnant Spring and 
Source from whence ifved all the nume- 
rous Productions of the Spiritual and Cor- 
poreal Life. For God is Love, and Love 
15 that (to ſpeak with Reverence) makes 
the Divinity a Uniform Being, all other 
Modes and Attributes being too flucua- 
ting, arbitrar y,and unſerled to bethe Baſis 
and Foundation of that ever-ro-be-adored 
Aurhor of all things. And as Goodnels is 
the moſt pretious thing in the Deity, and 
for that reaſon alone obrains the farſt place 
in ating, ſo is it that which conſummares 
and completes all moral Agents that de- 
rive from him ; Power and Wiſdom and 
all other Modes being nothing bur the ſe- 
veral Explications and Diffulions of abſo. 
lute Goodneſs, Burt that we may not miſ- 
rake ourſelves, the Philoſopher tells us of 
a mwivu0 *AveIim, a Harlotry as well as 
a Heavenly Venus, whereby the Soul is 
cnamour'd with theſe fading Beaurties,and 
enſnared by the powerful Ineſcations of 
Senſe and Corporeity, and this weakens 
and deſtroys the Soul ; bur 'ris the celeſtial 
Fen that is the beautiful and perfeRtive 
D 3 Object 
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Obje& of Human Minds,and by its Ugion 
with it changes and transforms the Soul 
into its glorious lmage, And what we bave 
hitherto ſaid, is no more than what the 
natural Sentuments of our own Souls bear 
witneſs to, and all the moral part of Erh- 
nick Pluloſophy arreſts, which was wholly 
employed in laying down Rules and Pre- 
. Cepts for the regulating mens Lives, and 
putting a ſtop to the bold Intruſion of 
Vice ; and this was univerſally acknow- 
ledged the only way to acquire a Cogna- 
tion and Affinity with God: And whar 
was judged laudable and decorous then, 
and approved as moſt excellent, is made 
much more ſo by the Chriſtian Oecono- 
my, which ſers the Arrainments of a rati- 
onal Soul ar a higher pitch, than the ſecu- 
lar Wiſdom and Philoſophy of the Gen- 
tiles could arrive to, For what more en- 
nobles and inſpirits the Mind of Man with 
true Glory and Magnanimity, than the 
captivating his irrational Deſires, and ſup- 
preſſing all inordinate Luſts and Appetites, 
and the introducing a Spirit of Love, 
Meekneſs, Temperance , and Sobriety 2 

What more Divine and Godlike than 
Charity ? to bind up an aking head, and 
dry up wairy eyes, and relieve him. who 
was fighting with the Preſſures of Vane 
and 
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and Povetty > What gteater Pleaſute 
cat we reaſonably imagine , than thar 
which reſules from an A& of Goodneſs 
and Bounty, whether it reſpe the Souls 
or Bodies of our fellow-Creatures ; in 
extricating him who Was involved in a 
Labyrinth of Miſery , and bringing the 
cheerful Day to him who ſate in a Night 
of Ignorance and Error > Which things, 
if duly conſidered, as they are very agree- 
able and proportionate to our higher an 


, rational Soul, ſo they depretiate the groſ- 


ſer SatisfaRions of our viler parts, and 
make good this firſt Propoſition , That 
the true Felicity of Human Souls, reſults 
from their Participation of the Divine Na- 
ture, 

2, The Goſpel ſhews us the true way 
to obtain this complete Perfefion of our 
Spirirs, that it is by an univerſal Pu rifica- 
tion ofour Minds from all Pollution what- 
ever, and an entire Reſignation of our- 
ſelves to the Condud of the Divine Life 
and Light, Burt it will be ſaid that Philo- 
ſophy reaches as much as this, and the 
Pythagoreans, Plateniſts, and Stoicks afſlert- 


ed the higheſt Perfe@ion of the Soul to 


conſiſt inher Union with God, which is 
obrained by a perfe&t Extirpation of all 
irregular Motions, and an abſtration of 
D 4 the 
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the Soul from her Love and Sympathy 


with the Body,and transforming her whol- 
ly into Intelle& ; For the. Paſſions and 
ſenſual Aﬀecions being once ſubdued, 
and the Rational Life excited, the Soul 
becomes preſently like unto God, as 
Porphyry ſpeaks, Swimruor 3 off mvv, 
x; of emdvuucys &, ogy! pruagpgolar, F 5 
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im? 1 as oxen, And Hierocles (hews 
ws the Scope and End of this K«'%n; 
or Purgation of the Mind , namely, «: 
tauriy emfcegpliies * ajSpony, 1% @ © Yjuine; 
x, oIvegs mins "Srar2ſwar, acls 5 7 numer 
med\ev , " ng eu Nien m7) Adder weminion nul, 
Wherefore although the Heathens by the 
Light of Nature proceeded to the eradi- 
cation of Vice out of their Minds,yet they 
retained (till an arrogative Life, aſcribing 
the Attainments and PerfeQtions of their 
Souls, and their whole Progrels in Virtue 
to their own ſolitary Endeavours,and this 
their Spiritual and ſubtle Pride rainted and 
infected the beſt of their other Performan- 
ces 3 So that though they were glorious 
Lights in their Generations, yer they fell 
(tort of the Character ofa true Chriſtian, 


 whichis an entire Subje&ion of a Mans 


ſelf to the Government and Command of 
the Life of God, being perfectly dead to 
all 
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all Self-ſeeking and Intereſt,and no other- 
wiſe affected to ourſelves than ifwe were 
not : And this heavenly Temper the Di-' 
vine Providence reſerved for the meek 
and humble Soul of the Meſſhas to bring 
into the World, who hath reſumed thar 
as the moſt compendious way to Bleſſed- 
neſs, which was rejeed by the wile men 
of the World. 

3. He that ſhall impartially and wich- 
out Prejudice peruſe the Evangelical Hi- 
ſtories, ſhall find thatthere is nor any thing 
recorded in them vain and trivial, but ſuch 
as is of the higheſt moment and import- 
ance, and ſome way or other uſeful and 
advantageous forehe Propagation of Chri- 
ſtianity in the World : and for thoſe things 
which ſeem moſt liable tro the Exceprions 
and Cavils of vile and prophane Perſons, 

I ſhall endeavour to ſhew their Reaſon- 
ableneſs, and how becoming and decorous 
it wasto inſert them in the Hiſtories ofthe 
Goſpel. Ir is. roo well known that there 
are a ſort of Men in the World, whole 
Minds are ſo deeply tinftured with Saddu- 
cean and Atheiſtical Principles, that, being 
otherwiſe furniſhed with a quaint Volubi- 
lity of Speech, and ſome Smatterings of 
Philoſophy in this knowing Age, deem it 
the higheft Improvement of their Wir ro 
laugh 
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laugh and jcer at char profound Wiſdom 
which is found in Chriſtianity, now accu- 
ſing its Dogmate of Impoſſibilities and 
Contradi&ions, and then ſcoffing- at the 
Hiſtorical Part as Fabulous and Roman- 
tick, clearly diſcovering that their grand 
Drift is to leaven the Minds of men with 
that pernicious and venomous Dodrin, 
That there s nothing but Matter in the 
World. 

To begin therefore with the Birth of 
the bleſſed Jeſus and the Circumſtances 
attending of it, as of the Star which led the 
Wiſe Men to him, andof their Adoration 
of him, that theſe things are not indeco- 
rous and ridiculons, nor impertinently re- 


- corded, but ſutable and agreeable to the 


Chriſt 
why born 


of a Vic- 
gin, 


Nativity of ſo great a Perſon, That a Vir- 
gin ſhould conceive and bring forth a 
Child,ought to be no ſuch ſtrange thing to 
the Jew, ſince their Prophets have fore- 
rold that it ſbould ſo come to paſs, parti- 
cularly in 1fa. vii. 14, Behold « Virgin 
ſhall conceive and bear a Son, andſball call 
his name Immanuel. ' And if this were 
not to be underſtood of a pure and imma- 
culate Virgin,where were chat Sign which 
God by his Propher uſhers in with ſuch 
Solemnity 3 Ark thee 4 ſign of the Lord thy 
God, ak it either in the depth, or #n the 
heizhs 
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beight above: for nothing is more ordinary 
in the World thanthat a young Woman 
ſhould bring-forth a Child : Add to this, 
tFatthe Jewiſh Rabbins teach, that the Ge- 
neration and Nativity of the Meſſias ſhall 
not be after the manner of other Creatures 
by carnal Copulation, bur after an extra- 
ordinary manner, and his Father ſhall be 
unknown till he himſelf reveal him, Nor 
ought it to be thought a thing impoſſible 
by che Gentiles, ſince they rem many of 
- their Heroesto be the Sons of the Gods ; 
and Plato is ſaid ro be begotten on Perid7- 
one by Apollo, who forbad Arifto to have 
any familiarity with his Wife, till Plats 
was born, But to them that believe a juſk 
and righteous Providence governing all 
the Aﬀairs of the Univerſe, it-is obvious 
ro conceive,that all Souls are fent into the 
World according to their Demerits in a 
former Life ; and therefore as a deeply 
lapſed Soul deſcends into an inequal and 
monſtrous Body, from which Adunation 
can refulr no other than a brutiſh, cruel, 
and intemperate Life, and a Pronity to 
all other Vices ariſing from ſuch an Aſym- 
metral and inhoſpitable Sociery; ſo the 
pure and tain Soul of Jeſus, muſt 
aſſume a terreſtrial Body after an unuſual 
manner, more pure than the reſt, .that ir 
might 


*The ſame 
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mightbe tree from Sin and Pollution as 
well as fitted to converſe with Men, and 
thar he might in it teach an extraordinary 
Temperance, Juſtice, and Goodneſs, and 
all other Virtues by his Life as by his 
Doin, For neither would the Juſtice 
of God pfecipitate ſo great a Soul into an 
unfit and incongruous Habiration, nor its 
eximious Purity admit of an Union with 
an inquinated and filthy Body, 

Nor isit any whit incongruous that an 
unuſual Stat ſhould attend the Riſinff of 
the glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs ; for 
though it be commonly {aid of Comets, 
'Oudtis xopunmns 3s & raul gigy , that no one 
appears tothe World but portends ſome 
Miſchief, which Hiſtorians plentifully 
obſerve, and hence is that of Claudia, 

Nunquam futilibus excanduit ignibus 

ether, | 

Et nunquam celo ſpetatum impune Co- 

meten. | 
Yet Origen in his firſk Book againſt Celſms 
affirms, that Cheremon the Stoick in his 
Treatiſe of Comets proves by ſeveral In- 
ſtancesour of Hiſtories that Comets ſome- 
eimes preſage the Approach of good 
things *, If then thoſe great and wan- 


ledge of Prieſts afficmed of rhe Comer thar appeared at the Ludi Fe- 
nevus Genetics inſtirured by Augaſiug, Plinl.z 5.25, And Virg. Ecl ag 
Eece Dioues proc' fue © #/arts Aſtrun, dring 
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dring Globes be looked upon as the Pre- 
fignificators of great Changes and Alte- 
rations in the VVorld, what wonder 1s ir 
that the Birth of Jeſus who ſhould work 
{o mighty a Mutation upon Earth, and in-/ 
rroduce a Religion univerſal and common 
to all Mankind, ſhould be declared by a 
new and ſtranger Star> And if it be ſaid, 
chat it is impoſſible for a Srar in the Hea- 
venly Regions, to deſign prmcuually fo 
{mall a place as a particular Houſe upon 
Earth; I anſwer, that the Magi found the 
Houſe wherein Jeſus was, not only by the 
diſappearing and vaniſhing of the Star 0- 
ver it, but de:23; *FemiCorres oe} 75 mudle, 
by a diligent Search and Inquiſition after 
the Child, perhaps of the Shepherds who 
were not far diſtant keeping watch over 
their Flocks. 

It remains now, that we Apologize for 
the other pu of the Hiſtory, ®#X, The 
coming © 
to Feruſalem ;, to which purpoſe it will be 
requiſite to confider the Quality of theſe 
Magi, who probably were none of theſe 


grofſer ſort of Sorcerers that make an ex- 


preſs Compact with the Devil,but ſuch as 
receiving from others certain forms and 
myſterious Conjurations,uſe them as they 
were delivered tothem, without enquiring 
turther 
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the Wiſe Men from the Eaſt ©O* the 
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Men, 
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further into their Nature : And perhaps 
che black Society may oblige themſelves 
to attend ſuch dark and hidden Myſteries, 
whether the TranſaQors of them know 
chem to be theirs or not, Bur whether theſe 
Magi were (uch,- or had a more open and 
viſible Commerce with evil Spirits,it mat- 
ters not, ſince this is certain, thar the airy 
Principality can a& no further, where a . 
more divine and excellent Power 1inter- 
venes, Vherefore through the mighty 
Virtue of the Divinity reſiding in the Toul 
of Jeſus, and the unexpe@ed deſcent of 
a zlerious Hoſt of Angels to theſe rerre-« 
ſrial Regions,finging an Anthem of Praiſe 
ar the Birth of Jeſus, it came to paſs thar 
the Power of the airy Principality was on 
a ſudden refirained,and an univerſal Chil- 
neſs and Horfor ran through the dark. 
Kingdom, ſo that they were unable to at- 
rend their own Helliſh Myſteries, which 
the Magi perceiving, their uſual Incanta- 
tions not ſucceeding, nor the accuſtomed 
Effecs following their ſecret Rites and 
Ceremonies,they began tothink che Cauſe 
of this unexpeRed Accident to be extra- 
ordinary, and knowing the Prophecy of 
Balaam, that 4 ſtar ſhould come ong of F4- 
cob, and a ſcepter riſe"out of Iſrael, con- 
jeured that the Mai foretold to _ 
wit 
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with the Apparition of. a Star, was now 
born into the World, and believing him 
to have a tranſcendent Power over the 
acrcal Agents, reſolved to come and wor- 
-— him,preſepting him with the choiceſt 
Gitts of Arabia, Gold and Myrrh and 
Frankincenſc, as to a King, a Man, and 
a God, Andif any man delire a further - 
Myſtery, he may take the learned Groti«s 
his Obſervation, that by theſe three are 
denored thoſe three Evangelical Sacrifices 
which through Chriſt we offer unto God, 
viz, Works of Charity and Mercy, Phil, 
iv, 48. Incorrupted Purity of Body, Rows, 
Xit. x, and Prayers, Pſal. cxli. 2. 

We that are Chriſtians are taught in 
the Goſpel, that Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour 


of Mankind, is God as well as Man ; and _ 
this Truth being of ſo high and great con+ 144n, 


cern, we not only believe,bur are ready 10 
give all Yoſlible SatisfaRion to the Jew and 
Heathen : To the Jew we ſay, that it was 
long ago declared by their own Prophets, 
Iſa. ix, 6. For unto us 4 child is born, unto 
1s 4 ſon i given, and the government ſhall 
be npon his ſhoulder ; and bis Name ſhall be 
called Wonderful, Connſeller, the mighty 
Ged, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
Peace, This the more amient Rabbins ab 
ways interpreted of the Meſſias, and Nan 

ut 
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but a groundleſs Conceit of R. Solomon's 
to transfer it to HeFekiahyfor who ſees not 
that theſe Appellations ofthe mighty God, 
and the everlaſting Father,cannot poſſibly 
agree to HeZekiah? Again Chap. vii, 14, 
Bebold a- Firgin ſhall conceive and bear a 
ſon, and ſhall call bis name Immanuel : i, e. 
God with us, God dwelling and conver- 
ſing in Human Nature, And by the Hea- 
thens this Myſtery was not thought impoſ- 
fble,fince Falian believes that eEſculapins 
the Son of Fupiter deſcended from Hea- 
ven and was incarnate, «appearing firſt at 
Epidaurum , then in many other places, 
that he might cure the Bodies and reſtore 
the Souls of men to their priſtine ReQi- 
tude and PerfeQtion. And is there any 
greater Difficulty in believing that the 
Word the blefled Son of Gbd,was once in- 
carnate and dwelt among us ?- But further 
ro make out this great Truth to tFoſe that 
already believe the Hiſtories of the Go- 
ſpel to be true : 1. We may take a view 
of thoſe many Operations Jeſus performed 
inthe Nature he aſſumed, ſome of which 
were incommunicable and only proper to 
the Deity, ſuch are, to work a true and 
real Miracle, to forgive Sins, and tor in- 
ſtitute true and religious Worſhip, He 
was hungry, which (hewed him to be a 
Man, 
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man,and yet fed above fave thouſand with 
five loaves and two fiſhes , whereby he 
manifeſted his Divinity, He thirſted, yer 
co others he gave rivers of living waters to 
fertilize their Souls, and quench and allay 
their Thirſt, He was weary, yet he calls 
to him all thoſe that are weary and heavy 
laden,and promiſes Refreſhment : though 
he were dumb and opened not his mouth, 
yet was he that ord by which all things 
were made : He lays down his Life, yer 
had he Power to take it up again. 2. There 
isnothing in the Divine Nature to contra- 
dit or prejudice this Union, but very 
much to be drawn from thence for it, For 
Divine Goodneſs willing univerſally to 
communicate itſelf in meaſures and de- 
grees, ailiſted by an eternal Wiſdom, 
found out this way of Union with Human 
Nature,as moſt fit for an Univerſal Com- 
munication, wherein the Divine Lite is 
perfe&ly exhibited, and all PerfeQion is 
as it were epicomized. 3, There is a migh- 
ty Congruity and Surableneſs in. this My- 
ſery with the Deſign of perfeRing and 
reſtoring lapſed Souls. For the eternal 
Logo bringing out of his Ideal Fecundity 
into actual Exiſtence the whole Rational 
Creation, it is highly agreeable with Di- 
vine VViſdom, that by the ſame Word all 

| E fallen 
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fallen Beings ſhould be again reſtored; 
that the firſt and blefled Cauſe of their 
Exiſtence ſhould alſo be the Author of 
their Recovery and Return to the perfe& 
Law of Gods own Nature. Andit befide 
we conſider that all the Creatures are bur 
the Effes and Emanarions of that mighty 
and potent Word , outwardly produced 
and brought into aRtual Life and Being z 
the ConjunRion and Union of the eternal 
Mind with Human Nature will appear ex- 
ceeding congruous. 4. No Diſhonour 
can accrue to the bleſſed Nature of God 
by ſuch a ſtate in which there is no Evil, 
Turpitude, or Defilement, The Bright- 
neſs of the Divine Sun is no whit obſcured 
by the adjunRion of the Humaniry,bur the 
Humanity is made moreglorious and tran- 
fcendent by being exalted into the Fellow- 
ſhip of the Divinity. '5. The Obſcurity 
and Incomprehenſibleneſs of this Myſtery 
ought nor to prejudice our Belief of it, 
fince that many things in Nature are in 
the dark to us, andthar faint and glimmer- 
ing Knowledge which we have of them 
is only cojncCural,notdemonſirative; we 
know there is an Union between Soul and 
Body, but the manner of it is unknown 
and hid from us, audif we believe no fur- 
ther than we can comprehend, we m__ 
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be Scepticks in Religion as well as Philg- 
ſophy. Yet ſomthing we may colle& from 
the[Union of Soul and Body,as allo of other 
Natural Compoſitions, that foralmuch as 
they are extremely diſtant and unlike 1g 
their Nature and Proprieties, and yet yni- 

ted to the making of one Compolitum 

therefore the Immenſity of the Divinity 

can be no hindrance from taking Humani- 
ty into an Union and Aſſociation with it. 
6 We cannot doubt, but that God who 
is immenſe and omnipreſens,may manifeſt 
a peculiar Preſence in this or the other 
particular place, 8s ſeems beſt to. himſelf. 
Thar ivfinice Nature which-pervades and 
is extended through the vaſt Capacities of 
immenfe Space, can as ealily quarte, in- 
habir and fill a Human Squl and Bodyznor 
is the Divinity contracted ar diminiſhed 
by being united to a Creature, but n_ 
diffuſed through all places, manifeſts irſcif 
by a more ſpecial Inhabication {n the ſa- 
cred Temple ofthe Soul of. Jeſus. Ve fee 
the Soul of Man dilating itfelfgbroiigh our 
corporeal Fabrick, expreſſing its Activity 
and Preſence by the exceeding.quick Senſt- 
bility of every parr,and yer hath is pectli- 
ar Center and Reſidence in che Brainzand 
cannot God,iri whom are found all poſhble 
PerfeRions, manifeſt his peculiar. and Di- 
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vine Preſence tothe ever faithful and obe 
dient Soul of the Mefſas ? | 
Hitherto I have declared the great Ex- 
cellency and Becomingneſs of the Truths 
of the Goſpel, and ſhall conclude this ge- 
neral Head with the Recitation of two or 
three Obje&tions more, made by the Jews 
againſt our Saviour, and recorded in the 
Hiſtories of the Goſpel. 
 _ ObjeR.r, The firſt we find in Fohs vii, 
48. Have any of the Rulers, or of the Pha- 
riſees believed 'on him ? But this People 
who knoweth not the Law ave curſed, 
Anſw.x. To this I return, that inaſmuch 
as the great Synagogue and Rulers of the 
Jews rejected Jeſus, and would nor ac- 
knowledge him to be the expected Meſh- 
as, the more reaſon had others to believe 
in him: for their own Prophets long ago 
predicted the Rejefion of the Meſhas by 
the Jewiſh Nation,who ſhould be ſo obſti- 
nately blind, that they ſhould not know 
him when he came into the world ;- as we 
read in Pſal, cxviii. 22. The ſtone which 
the builders refuſed is become the head ſtone 
of the corner : {© likewiſe in 1ſ4. vi. 10, 
Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes; left 
they ſee with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and underſtand with their heart, and 
convert 
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convert andbe healed. To which purpoſe 
is thac Saying of R. F#das in the Talmud, 
That when the Son of David fhall come, 
there ſhall be few wiſe men in'Iſrael, and the 
wiſdom of the Scribes (hall fink, andthe 
Schools of the Prophets ſhall become Bro- 
thel-hauſes. RS 
2, The holy Jeſus wanted not Diſci- 
ples. even among the wiſe men of the 
Jews ; ſuch was Simeon the Juſt,the Scho- 
lar of Hill, who was filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and after whoſe Death, that Di- 
vine Spirit which inſpired the great Syna- 
gogue,departed from chem. Fob» the Ba- 
ptilſt who not only acknowledged Chriſt 
bimſelf, but ſent his Diſciples to him, as 
ro that Lamb of God, who came to rake 
away the fins of the world : and Gamaliel 
is {aid to have followed the Apoſtles, and 
to have been Simeon's Scholar : And Sr. 
Pan! who was 4 man of great Repute and 
Eſteem with the Jews, and fate ar the feer 
of Gamalicl, yer was afterward an Apoſtle 
of the haly Jeſus : and Feſephme, further 
informs us,that the more ſober and ſeriqus 
Jeon were Lovers of the Truth, were 
uch as followed Jeſus,and thoſe thar were 
ſtudious and zealous for the Law, ſharply 
rebuked 4naz# the High Prieſt for com- 
manding the Diſciples of Jeſus to be 
Koned. en. Ob- 
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Obje&t.2, As i, 6.. Lord, wilt this 
at this time reſtore again the Kingdom 10 
Iſrael ? It was a current Qpinion among 
the Jews in our Saviours time , that the 
Meſſias ſhould be a Temporal Monarch, 
and redeem them from the yoke of the 
Romans ,, as appears from this Queſtion of 
the Diſczples, who doubtleſs ſpake the 
general ſenſe ofthe Jews ; but they findy 
ing nothing in the Attempts and Adions 
of Jeſus rending that way , hence they 
could not believe him to be-the promiſed 
Meſſias. 

Anſw, Chriſt came into the World, 
ſuch ashe was foretold to be, that is,hum- 
ble and meck, not wich the Splendor and 
Glory of an carthly Prince, bur poor and 
deſpicable, a man of ſorrows, and with- 
out form and comlineſs.; as it is predicted 
by Zechariah the Propher, Zech. 1x.9. and 
Iſs liz." The End and Defignof his com- 
ing was to appeaſe the Anger of God, by 
devoting himfelt for the Sins of men z-.to 
deſtroy the Kingdom of the Devil, and to 
make one body of Jews and Gentiles, of 
which he himſelf ſhould be the Head. And 
tis no way fit and agreeable for ſuch an 
Undertaking to appear incarthly Splendor 
ana Glory, filling the World with Blood 
and Slaughter like another Alexander or 
! 5 | Ceſar, 
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Ceſar,by the Puiſſance of mighty Armies. 
vV herefore the holy Jeſus being to diſſe- 
minate and -promote the bleſſed Life of 
God upon Earth , ſhewed his Divinity 
more retulgent by Vilene(s andContempr, 
his Power by Weakneſs and Infirmity, his 
Glory by the Scorns of men, and his Al- 
mighty Life and Virtue by Deathand the 
Grave. And if he hadotherwiſe deſcended 
from the celeſtial Manſions, than the Scri- 
ptures relate, Man had entituled hignſelf 
to part of the Glory of his Undertaking, 
and the more ſplendid the Divine Life had 
appeared to outward view,with the fainter 
Luſtre had it ſhone in itſelf. Beſides thar 
that DoQrin which Chriſt was to bring 
into the World, and render acceptable to 
men by his own Example, was quite con- 
rrary to the:Gratifications of the Animal 
Life, andtoo vile and baſe to be eſſential 

to the Perfeion of Human Nature, 
Obje&. 3, Mas. xxvii. 40, If thos be 
the Son of God, come down from the Croſs. 
' Anſw, He that came into the: World 
clothed with human Fleſh, and in the 
ſeveral Actionsof his Life manifeſted him- 
ſelf ro be a true Man, would now in this 
laſt AR keepa Decorum 3 that as he was 
born into the world like other men, parta- 
king really of Fleſh and Blood, and all 
E 4 the 
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the Frailties and Infirmities of Mankind, 
Sin only excepted ; ſo he would die like 
other men, and ſuffer a real Separation of 
his Soul from his Body, that we might be 
conformable to him in his Death, and die 
unto Sin, crucitying all our inordinate 
Luftsand Aﬀections, anddeſcending into 
tiie Grave with him bya profound Humi- 
lity and Mortification ; which is a ſuffici- 
ent Anſwer to this inſulting Cavil of. the 
Tews,thar if Jeſus werethe Son of Godhe 
muſt needs demonſtrate it by a miraculous 
Deſcent from the Crols. 


————— - 
— — — 


CHAP. IV. 


ThatChriſtianity is every way fitted and 
accommodated far an effetual Recovery 
of lapſed and degenerated Mankind. 


O this purpoſe we muſt conſider 

Man as a rational Being , endued 
with Liberty of Will, and a Lord of his 
own Actions, and conſequently muſt be 
treated according to thole Faculties and 
Qualifications beſtowed upon him by the 
gracious Bounty of his Creator. And this 
being the Nature of Man, he is not to be 
dealr withal like a Stock or Stone, that is 
* wholly 1 
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wholly inerr- and ſluggiſh; nor like a 
Beaſt that is ated and led only by the im- 
pulſe of Senſe z bur as indued with Reaſon 
and Intelle&, and capable of diſcrimina- 
ting between real Good and Evil;and this 
Principle in Man cannot be forced withour 
the Deſtrucion of his Nature, bur is allu- 
red and drawn by moral Arguments, 
Wheretore the Deſign of God inthe Go- 
ſpel being ro wind men off from Sin to 
a: ſerious purſuit of Virtue and Good- 
neſs, he makes uſe of ſuch Arguments as 
are moſt powerful and efficacious for thar 
end, and moſt- ſutable to the Nature of 
Man : As 

1, What can more deter men from 
Wickedneſs and Vice , than the ſober 
preſſing upon them the Conſideration of 
a future day of \Judgment, wherein the 
juſt Judge of Heaven and Earth will im- 
partially look into their Lives, and diſ- 
pole of them according. to the moral 
Frame and -Diſpoſition of their Spirits > 
To them who by patient continuance in 
well doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour and 
Immortality, eternal Life : But to them 
who do not obey the Goſpel, he will re- 
compenſe Tribulation and: Wrath. He 
that 15 convinc'd thatthe Scriptures arethe 
Word of God, muſt likewiſe believe, thar 
though 
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though God be patient and long-ſuffering, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh; yer 
heis likewiſe juſt, and hates all Sin what- 
ever; and toconvince all unbelieving and 
Arheiſtical Perſons. of his Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt Wickedneſs and Vice, he has ap- 
pointed a Day wherein he will judge the 
World ; a Day wherein Jeſus Chrilt the 
bleſſed Son of God ſhall viſtbly deſcend 
from Heaven, accompanied with innume- 
rable Legions of mighty Angels, before 
whoſe Throne all wicked Men and Devils 
ſhall and with- Paleneſs and Horror, ex- 
peRing the Pronuntiation of that dreadful 
Sentence,Go ye curſed ints everlaſting fire, 
which final Doom and Sentence ſhall pre- 
ſently be execined upon themz for through 
the tupendious Operation of the Son of 
God, the infernal Treaſures of Fire ſhall 
be opened, and an univerſal Deluge of 
Flame ſball ſpread itſelf over the Face of 
the aged Earth, which ſhall be cleft and 
riven by terrible-Eruptions of ſulphureous 
Matter, breaking forth with horrible Rage 
and Fury from the lower Regions, and 
this together with Showers of Fire rain- 
ins down from thick and pitchy Clouds, 
ſhall wrap Univerſal Nature in a ſheer of 
Flame, -and complete an external Hell, 
where the Wortadieth not, andthe Fire 
is 
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is not quenched. Tellme then, O Man, 
thou that thinkeſt Righteouſneſs but an 
idle Name, on whoſe hard and ſtubborn 
foul a Diſcoutſe of another Life can make 
no Impreſſion; where will be the ObjeRs 
of thy Love and Joy, when the Heavens 
ſhall be diffolved, the Elements mel with 
fervent Heat, and the. Egrth with all the 
ns Gone be burnc op YA ſhall 

rt and bear up:t ing Hopes, 
= all ſeffible things ſhall . KY in his 
dreadful Conflagration > Thinkeft thou 
that the Holes of the Rocks, or the ſecrer 
Caverns of the Mountains can hide thee 
from his Eye which pierceth through Ob. 
ſcurity 3 who is. every where preſent by 
his mighty Power,and to whom the Nighe 
is as brighe-as Noon-day > Or will that 
juſt Judge , who fits- upon the Life and 
Death of all the Sons of 44am, be bribed 
with thy Gold and Silver, when the whole 
World is his, and. the Fulneſs "thercof > 
Surely nothing bur Righteouſneſs . will 
then deliver from Death, nothing bur In- 
nocence and Purity, white as the Beams 
of Light, can ſave the Souls of menfrom 
erernal Deſtruction : Wickednels and 
Sin like a Talent of Lead ſhall {fink down 
thoſe Souls that have delighted in it, into 


that ſulphureous Lake where a moſt acute 
| and 
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and ſearching Pain ſhall Rick cloſe to 
them, and unſpeakable Torment weary 
their reſtleſs Ghoſts for ever, A ſad and 
pitiable Calamity ! but as juſt as great ; 
for the bleſſed Author of all things does 
not make Laws to enſnare the Creation 
nor does he dire&ly and primarily intend 
Puniſhment, bur has entailed that upon 
Ditobedience, that men might conſider 
and beware, and in time provide for their 
Reception into all that Happineſs God 
made them for, and which he by. threat- 
ning Puniſhment, ſo afteionarely deſires 
they ſhould enjoy. 

2, That there might be nothing want- 
ing to enforce the foregoing Conliderati- 
on, the Scripture manifeſtly reſolves our 
good or ill Being in the other Life to de- 

end upon our Deportment in this, It is 
in this life thar we lay the crains of our 
future Happineſs or Miſery , and every 
moral Aion has an Influence either good 
or bad upon Eternity ; and here it is thax 
we have a vital Union and ConjunRion 
eirher with Hell or Heaven, To be born 
into this World,is not only a Puniſhment, 
but a ſtate of Probation to us Mortals, 
wherein he that acquits himſelf generouſly 
and nobly, fighting manfully againſt the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, and re- 
turns 
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rurns with che Spoils and Trophies of his 
conquered Epemies to his beloved Lord, 
ſhall be crowned with an eternal weight 
of Glory ; but he that through faint-heart- 
edneſs and cowardice yields himſelf a wit- 
ling Captiveto his Lufts and Corruprions, 
ſparing thoſe rebellious Sins and Aﬀe&i- 
ons, with whom the Captain of our Sal- 
vation has {worn VVar for ever, he com- 
bines and unites himſelf to a living Hell g 
and no ſooner is his Soul diſlodg'd from 
its earthly Fabrick, but it deſcends into 
thoſe Regions of Bitrerneſs and Sorrow, 
with which it ſo wilfully ſought a Cogna- 
tion and Affinity in this Life. And he that 
will bur patiently lend an car to this, can- 
not ſo obſtinately forſake his own good, 
nor delay and pur off his Repentance by 
imagining the day of Judgment a great 
way off, and not likely to overtake him : 
For no ſooner has Death diſſeized him of 
his terreſtrial Tenement, bur that univer- 
ſal Nemeſis which pervades the whole 
World, will fatally convey him to ſuch 
Place and Society , as he had prepared 
and accommodated himſelf for here on 
Earth, And he that obſtinately rejects the 
Counſel of God, and ers at noughte all 
bis Reproofs, will find cthatthe Wrath of 


the Lord can reach him, and he will have 
lirtle 
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little or no Poſſibility left to better him- 
ſelf in the other World, 

3. Forthe more ingenuous fort, who 
are rather attracted _ won by the Ex- 
preſſions. of Kindneſs and Love, than the 
Fear of external Puniſhment z whar can 
more prevail with them, than to behold 
the ever-blefſed Son of Gad, wha lived in 
the boundleſs Trats of Truth and Righ- 
reouſnels, forſake thoſe celeſtial Manſions, 
and come down and rake a Body of Fle(h 
and Blood, and here lead an obſcure and 
evanid Life, perſecuted and afflicted, ne- 
ver ſceing good days, but always carrying 
an heart full of Penfivene(s and Sorrow, 
and at laſt die a painful and ignominious 
Death upon the Croſs; and all this to re-. 
cover and-free the race of Mankind from 
the Tyranny and Slavery of Sin > VVhat 
can this but beger a ſuitable return of 
Love in every ingenuous Soul > VVhax 
kind heart is there that this SpeQaacle will 
not fill with Tears of Love and Joy, and 
with the moſt endearing Expreſſions de- 
vote itſelf to a faithful: Obedience of fo 
compaſſionate a Saviour ? 

4. The Promiſes of -the Goſpel are 
moſt ſuirable means for the reinſtating 
men inthe Poſſeſhon of Gods own Lite, 
that poſſibly can be offered r0xhe Wark, 

or 
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For he that conſiders kow deeply Vice 
and Iniquity are radicated in our very 
Natures ; and what great Diligence and 
Care is required to extirpate even a fingle 
Habit, which of a long time hath gotten 
an entire and full pofſeffion of our minds z 
and withal refle&s on the crazy and fickly 
ſtate of our moſt generons and manly Fa- 
cules, how bedwarfed and unable they 
are to reſiſt, through a continued imbi- 
bition of a ſweer Poyſon from Senſe ; can- 
not but conclude the Evangelical Oeconos 
my would be very lame and imperfe&, 
were it not inſtructed and furniſh'd with 
Arguments ſufficient to countermand and 
outbalance the importunate Solicitations 
of the degenerate Principles of Unrighte- 
ouſneſ(s and Sin. And indeed were not a 
Crown of Glory the great Bec of our 
holy Faith, were. not Virtue. countenan- 
ced with an appendent Felicity, the Face 
of the World would now appear as ſqua- 
lid and deformed, as in its firſt and great- 
eſt Brutiſhneſs and Barbarity: For who 
would ſeek the Renovation of decayed 
Righteoufneſs , or who would enterrain 
afflited and opprefled Holineſs, it its 
Reward did not fully anſwer and compen-' 
ſate whatever Troubles, Difficulties, and 
Moleftations do attend ir > VVho _ 

uy 
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buy Religion wich the Expence of all his 
temporal Intereſts, nay of his Life itſelf, 
if he were not aſſured the Happineſs laid 
up for holy and incorrupt Souls, did in- 
finitely tranſcend and exceed the choiceſt 
Pleaſures and Gratifications that are to 
be met withal in this Region of Mutabili- 
ty> And that ſuch a Courle and Order 
of things ſhould be taken, is not only a 
merciful Proviſion of the good and wiſe 
Creator of all things towards us Sons of 
Senſe, but gives us a full Evidence and 
Aſſurance that his Intentions for the Re- 
covery of the World arereal and (incere, 


and renders unſuſpeted the grand Dif--, 


penſation of Chriſtianity, Fot had the" 
Goſpel propounded only intelle&tuahNo- 
tions, and ſolicited our choice, by things 
moſt remote from Senſe, while-we were 
{o fatally entangled and oppreſt with the 
Incumbrances of dull Mortality ; ſuch 2 
Defign would cather confound and amaze 
the Faculties and Capacities-of men, than 
prove any whit ſerviceable for the regatn- 
ing their ancient Liberty. and Command ; 
like a potent and vigorous Light ſer before 
weak and diſtempered Eyes, which ra- 
ther blinds than affords them a true and 
faithful diſcrimination of Objects, Where- 
fore Divine Wiſdom hath treated the 
by Sons 
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Sons-of men after a ſenſible manner, and 
engaged them by Arguments that more 
forcibly ſtrike their Fancies and Imagina- 
tions, and have a greater Influence for 
the promoting the indiſpenſable Duties 
of SanRity and Truth, than any terreſtrial 
Pleaſure can poſhbly be alleQive to the 
contrary, *Tis true, if Religion could 
confift with Avarice , Vain-Glory , and 
Ambition, the . covetous Miſer who rips 
up the Bowels of the Earth for Treaſure, 
and ſpins our his Life in a golden Thread, 
would become a Proſfelyte 3 and he who 
ſceks to ride upon the ſhoulders of the 
Multitude , and lives upon the Air and 
Breathof Popular Applauſe, would need 
no Inducements to turn Chriſtian : Bue 
when things go direQly comrary, and he 
that will be a fincere Diſciple of the Son 
of God, muſt crucifie his rebellious 
Luſts., and deſcend into the Grave of 
Mortification, and caſhier every inordi- 
nate Motion and Deſire that hinders or 
any way obſtruts his approach to ſo in- 
eſtimable a good, as the Poſſeflion of the 
bleſſed Life of God ; and this nor to be. 
done without indefatigable Induſtry and 
Care, and as it were a Dilaceration of 
himſelf from: himſelf, that is, a forcible 
SubjeRion of that grand Principle of oar 

: F Apo- 
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Apoſtaſie and Deviation fromGod,which 
is ſo miſchicvoully powerful, zo the Com- 
mands and Laws of our ſuperior Life ; 
there is no man. can doubt , but thatthe 
Promiſes 6f the Goſpel are infinitely ne- 
ceſſary, in order to that weighty us 
eternal Wiſdom ſeeks to carry on by 
Promulgation of themto the World. 
Which Promiſes we may. refer to theſe 
three general Heads, 1. Pardon of all 
our Sins upon a true Repentance and fin- 
cere Conformity of our Minds and Spi- 
rits to the Will of God. And this was 
the great Endof Chriſts coming into the 
World, that he might reconcile it unto 
God, and aſſure guilty Sinners who had 
made: themſelves obnoxious to | Divine 
Wrath and Diſpleafure, that if they- will 
return to their Loyalry and Obedience, 
and expreſs an unfeigned Repentance by 
ſincere Purpoſes and Reſolutions of a new 
Life, God will forgive their paſt Tref- 
paſſes, and remember their Iniquities no 
more. The whole Goſpel, what elle is 
it, but a free and gracious Declaration 
of Pardon and Forgiwenels tothe World > 
which, as it takes away all direful and 
jealous Thoughts, which crimigal Per- 
ſons through a Conſcience of their own 
Guiltineſs and Sin, and frequent Preſa- 
ges 


be 
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ges of Divine Vengeance , are apt- to 
retain of God; .{o it gives them a true 
and faithful Repreſentation of his Nature, 
thathe is no dreadful and hureful Being 
encircled with Tempeſts and devouring 
Flames, no Tyrant whoſe arbitrary Love 
or Hate are the Rules and Laws of his 
Goverriment ; bur an Almighty Good- 
neſs whoſe pregnant Fecundity gave Life 


.and Being ro the whole Creation , and 


ſtudiouſly endeavours the Conſervation 
of all things in all char Happineſs their 
Natures are capable of. This was it to 


which the holy Jeſus bare witneſs; and 


publiſhed to the! Sons of men by goihg 
about doing good, 'and diffuſing a Spirtr 
of "real Righteouſneſs throughout the 
World : He took it upon his Death 
that this was true, that God did infltite- 
ly defire the Reconciliation of the World 
to himſelf, - and char not for any Self- 
Ends or Defighs ( for what ear accrue 
ro him who is infinite Life, and eternally 
poſſeſſed of whatever ſpeaks PerfeRion 2) 
bur for the fole Good and Welfare of 
things themſelves, that every Being might 
obrain that Place and Ordet in the Uni- 
verſe, and enjoy all that Felicity to 
which ie was at firſt interided,, and fronti 
which nothing bug irs own wilfa] VVreteft- 
2-8 
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.edneſs could degrade it. For Gods Ju- 
Nice is nothing bur his Goodneſs, Power, 
and Wiſdom imployed for the Maihte+ 
nance and Conſervation of what is eter- 
nally juſt and right ; and if this may be 
done without Extremity-and Rigour, his 
Goodneſs doth as much oblige him to 
take the gentleſt :.nd mildeſt Courle, 
as'any man can pretend his Juſtice for 
exa&t Puniſhment and Severity. + But 
that all the Attributes of the Deiry might 
be at once ſecured,  and;fallen Man re- 
ſtored to a Capacity of being made 
happy again, Chriſt appearing in human 
Nature hath undertaken the Cauſe of 
Man , and given himſelf a Ranſom for 
all, - che Puniſhment due to us being 
transferred on him, and through the Sa- 
crifice and Death of, Jeſus, God is upon 
rerms of Peace and Friendſhip with the 
World, and proclaims a free Indulgence 
to all who will lay down their Hoſtility 
and Rebellion, and become obedient Sub- 
jects to his Kingdom. God takes no ad- 
vantage againſt any man to deſtroy him, 
and*tis a horrid Impiety in us, to ſuſpect 
him of Treachery and Deceitz 'and to 
repreſent God to our minds in ſuch a 
fearful Garb and Image, as eternally 
wiſhing the DeſtruRion of the greateſt 
part 
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part of his Creatures, is no leſs Idolatry, 
than to fall down and worſhip the Works 
of our ow: hands. | 

..2, The powerful Aiſtance of Gods. 
Spirit to enable..us to perform his Com- 
mands, , When the great Love the holy 
Apoſtles bare to the Lord Chrilt, made 


them ſorrowful for his Departure, they 


ſuppoling . he would then leave them to 
the Mercies of a faithlefs and perverſe 
Generation ; he takes Compaſſion on his 
Charge, and aflures them that when the 
time comes that |his bodily Preſence 
ſhould be withdrawn from them ,” he 
would nor leave rhem' deſtirure and for-- 
ſaken ; but ſend the Comforter, the Spi- 
rit of Truch unto them, who ſhould.nor 
only perform the Office 'of ah Advocate, 
in pleading and maintaining the Juſtice 
of his Cauſe againft the unrighreous 
World, bur be. a Principle of Love and 
Purity in their hearts, and condud them 
through the various Windings and Ob- 
liquines of Error and Falſhood into 
the plain and eafie Paths of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs. And for a Confirmation 
of this Promiſe, he appeals ro.common 
Senſe and the Evidence of all Mankind; 
If ye who are evil know. how to give good 


gifts 10 your children, how much more ſhall 
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your beaventy Father (from whom all 
Creatures proceed, and upon whom they 
depend more intimately , than Faculties 
and AQions upon the Principles from 
whence they flow) beftow-his Holy Spirit 
»pon them That ask it of bim'? | Where- 
fore that no man might” defpair',” and 
cotint it an impoſſible rhing to archieve 
a perfet ViRtory' and Conqueſt over'his 
Luſfts and Corryptiorns 3 'Eod has prq- 
mifed, that the Bufigefs (hall nor betranſ- 
ated by our own ſingle Effort and fo- 
litiry Endeavoursz but that we ſhall 
have the powerfut Aid of his blefſed 
Spitir; than which nothing can be a more 
rr ro tg = om For what cat 
refift his Almighty Energy and Virtue > 
or 'Wwhat can be fo ſtubborn and refraco- 
"Ys that he cannot render ſequacious and 
obedient, who at firſt brought all things 
out of nothing >. Be - our Lufts never ſo 
mighty and gigantick, and the Powers of 
Darknefs* never ſo refolutely armed a- 
gainſt ns, yet the. Strength and Aſfiſtance 
derived to us from Heaven ,'is able to 
put ro flight all our Enemies, and make 
us perfetly vicorious, The Spirit 
of God is no dull and fluggith Prin- 
cipie, but a quick and aQtive Life z and 
into whatever Soul it enters, it is perpe- 
| rually 
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tually cleanfing, and purifying, and tefi- 
ning it, till te have wholly extirpated and 
deſtroyed whatever . bears no ſimilitude 
with irfelf, and rendred the whole Man 
an immdculace Tetwple for the Manifeſta- 
tion of its own glorious Preſence. Let no 
aan then pretend aninvincible Infirmity, 
or that he is farally bonnd arid enſlaved 
to Sin and Vice $; for if we would bur 
excite thoſe Powers' God has given us, 
and 'by ardent Breathings invocate the 
gracious Auxiliaties of Heaven, there 
wonld be Wonders wrought upon our 
Souls, the Srrength- of our Corruptions 
would abate, and out furions Paſſions be 
reſtrained and reduced into Diſcipline 
and Order. 

. The laſt general Head is the Pro- 
mife of @ future and'bleſſed Immortalir 
in Heaven, wher this preſent Life is wad 
ed. The bleſſed Jeſus , while he lived 
upon Earth, did not wholly obſcure his 
Glory in the mantle of Fleſh and Blood, 
bur gave'a notable Specimen of char efft- 
cacious Life and Power, which as he 
himſelf was already poſleſſed of , fo all 
thoſe thar believe in his Name ſhould 
hereafter be endued withal, which ſhould 
mel: their Corruptible into Incorruption, 
and tranſlare them to the quiet and peace- 
F 4 ful 
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ful Regions of Immertalityy; in-bis Tranſ- 
figuration' upon 'Matint, Faber ,. which 
was enough to- call ofthe; Thovghts and 
Cares of menyfrom the trifling Concerns 
of this World, and teach them , 'thar 
there wasa better Portion to be expe&ed 


for all the Sons of Gad: and Virtue in the _ 


re and undefiled Manfions of Heaven; 
where: dwells nothing-|but Truth-i and 
Goodneſs : - But the moſt lively and preg- 
nant Evidence of the future Subfiſtence 
of our Souls, was his glorious Reſurre- 
Aion from the dead, whereby as .he was 
declared to be the Son of Godwith Pow- 
er ; ſo it gives us a full: Aſſurance and 
convictive Demonſtration, - even to our- 
watd Senſe, that the comfortleſs Cham. 
bers of the Grave ſhall not for ever de- 
rein us3 but that when he who is Gur 
Life , ſhall appear and ſummon . Earth 
and Sea to deliver up their dead', and 
- open the ſecret Recepracles of Souls, 
then ſhall all boly and righteous Perſons 
appear with him in Glory, and take 
poſſeſſion of their long expeRted Joy, and 
reccive the juſt Recompence of all their 
Pairs and Labours ; an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undcfiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſcrved by a gracious Providence 
in the Heavens for them, All Power is - 
com- 
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committed into the hands of Chriſt, who 
hath vanquiſhed Death and Hell, and 
d | captivated all the Powers of Darkneſs, 
5 | and begotten ns to a lively Hope, that 
xt | when we'ſhall-puroff our Mortality, 


d | and be releaſed from all terreſtrial Preſ- 
e . | Afſures and:Incumbrances, he will cloth 
3 | us-with'an heavenly Body like unto his - 
d own Body of Light'and Glory. Bur leſt 
-. | | we fliould undotourſelves with fruitleſs 
C Expectations, -and flie to Heaven 1n our 
Js vain Dreams of Salvation, before our (in- 
$ \ cere Conformity» to, Gods bleſſed YVill 
g 75 and"Commands has-rendred us capable 
j of that-pure and holy State, fancying we 
a can read our Names written among the 
; Stars, before we have learnt the Precepts 
of a holy Life, -God- hath angexed Con» 
ditions of Obedience to all his Promiſes, 


ed, but he that with Courage and Per- 
' ſeverance maintains the Var againſt Sin 
' and Hell. Andindeed the Reward that is 
| promiſed to all virtuous Perſons in the 
Goſpel, hath ſo great Affinity and Agree- 
ment with Holineſs, the Condition of it, 
| that inthe Nature of the thing itſelf, he 
cannot be capable of the one, who 1s nor 
aforchand inveſted with the other : For 


what is Heaven, bur a/ ſtate of ſpotleſs 
P Lo RT Love 


| 
2 | , andreſolved that no man ſhall be crown- 
Fa 


$6 


« 


tefs and wretchleſs Neg@of Conlidera- 


4 Diſcourſe of the 
Love and Puriry , where no' Envy nor 
Malice ftraitens and contraQts the bound- 
kfs and enlarged; noclouds of Paſkon or 
difordered Lift obfcure rhe Brightneſs 
of that eternal Day, 'where the Sur of 
Rightcoufneſs neirher rifes nor ſets upon 
the Horizon 'of Time, but remains Ver- 
tice! for ever > And now what Concord 
ca» poſſibly be imagined berween facty 
tranfeendent Beauty and Glory, and the 
Deformiry and Uzlineſs of the Frame 
and Temper of an unrighteous mans Spi- 
rit, where every thing lies crols and un- 
toward ; and hrsunruly Defires, like the 
boiſterons Waves enraged by a ſuddery 
Seorm, ſweep the bottom of his polluted 
Soul,and throw up fo muchMireand Dirr, 
that it defaces whatever is .comely, and 
leaves not the leaſt Emblem'of Heaven to 
be diſcerned in'ir ? 

This is the grand importance of the 
Promiſes of the Goſpel, which is enough 
ro demonſtrate rhe'prudent Care and dear 
Aﬀedcion of the Son'of God to the Chil-« 
dren of Men, anda ſufficient Manifeſta« 
tion of the great Ingratitude and Ulnwor- 
thinefs ofthoſe who-do nor believe in him, 
thee it is not the VWanr of Reafons or con- 
victive Arguments; but their own care- 


ti0n, 
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Excellency of Chriſtianity, 
tion,that makes them deaf ro ſuch Charms 
of Love, and wis wy and unmindful of fo 
important Intereſts 
- Bur men ſeldom want ObjeRions a- 
ainft'thaet which they have no mind to 
lieve; againſt this therefore *tis (aid, 
That if the Promiſes of that eternal Re- 
ward, .Chrift has made to us in the Goſpel, 
be fo framed as to be ineuident to men, 
and leave them place of doubting ;, it will 
be no ſuch preat Crime in wicked Perſons, 
a0t 10 believe thoſe Promiſes, and ſo not 
10 embrace them. 


To this I ſay, (1.) That the Goſpel 
leaves no ſuch place of doubting, as to 
make Infidelity or a Disbelict of it excu- 
fable. For Unbelief can then only be ex- 
cufable, when there are really wanting 
fuch Arguments , as may beger Faith in 
a ratiohal and unprejudic'd Perſon : Bur 
the Gofpel.and the Promiſes thereof be- 
ing ſufficiently confirmed by ſuch preva- 
lent Reaſons, asate apt to acquire. Belief 
and Credence from. an unbias'd Nature, 
the pretended Inevidence, where there 
is no juſt Cauſe or \Suſpicion of Doubt- 
ing, cannot at all patronize Infidelity, 
nor be a reaſonable ground to at contra- 
ry to whar Belicf would otherwiſe incite 
them, Its true, were the: Arguments = 
ne 


A Diſco urſe of the 
the Disbelief of the Promiſes of Life and 
Salvation cqual to,.and firong as thoſe 


that perſ{wade us tothe Bclict of them, 
there would be ſome Colour and Appear- 


ance of Reaſon for dining, Ker Tay 
uc 


when thete can be no MUng.- Or 
FluRuation of Judgment, . as. proceeds 
from an Equilibration of Arguments on 
borh ſides, it is impoſſible that Inkdelury 
ſhould have any rational Apology; For 
- what can be more convictive, than to have 
ſome holy and divine Perſon come into 
the World, who ſhould by many. infal- 
lible Miracles, Wonders, and Signs, give 
an evident Proof that he came from God 
and for a full Confirmation of his Do- 
rin, riſe from the dead the third day 
afrer the ſuffering a painful and ignomi- 
nious Death ;* and to (hew that he was 
no Spe&rum or illufive Phantaſm, con- 
verſing with his Difciples for the ſpace. of 
forty days, and afterwards aſcending \in 
their Preſence into the hi Heavens, 
there to rule and govern his Church till 
the End of the World ; to teſtifie which 
his Apotheoſis , he ſends down his holy 
Spirit upon his Apoſtles, and enables them 
to ſpeak with Tqgngues and do Miracles - 
which Scheme pf Providence doth fo pal- 
pably evince the Imerpoſition and Effici- 
ency 
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Excellency of Chriſtianity. 
ency of a Deity; and that all theſe things 


hapned by his' a&tual concurrence, that 
he muſt on purpoſe blind his eyes, who 
por ſee i 


ce it, 

2. Allthe place of doubting, which is 
lefrto us in the Belief of the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, is no other than whar may be 
in —_— moral Certainty imaginable. 
I: anly leaves a Polibility that, norwith- 
franding all the Arguments broughe to 
confirm ir, it may yerbe otherwiſe. Eve- 
ry thing is not capable of a Mathematical 
Demonſtration, but the ways of Proba- 
tion are different according to the Diver- 
ſity of Subje&ts. And cerrainly,, he will 
be a very imprudent man, that will ne- 
gle& an important Aﬀeair, to the Under- 


taking of which he hath highly probable 


Reaſons, only becauſe 'ris poflible it may 
be otherwiſe, 

3. It was a greet'ipicce 'of Divine 
Wiſdom, ſo to- onfte* the Goſpel thar 
the Promiſes of Life and Salvation ſhould 
not be ſo evidenr';*as thoſe things that 
are known by Senſe or Demonſtration 
bur only ſo far as might conciliate Faith 
in a rational Perſon , that thereby the 
wicked Tempers and Diſpoſitions of 
men might the more plainly be diſco- 
vered, If the Goſpel had been{o de- 
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A Diſconrſe of the 
monſtratively certain , ſo as to exclude 
all Doubting, z, e. Poſſhbiltty ro the con- 
trary, all men would have been forced 
and neceſſarily good, and all that Praiſe 
which is due to the embracing of Virme, 
would have been loſt ; bur now that men 
believe, when notwithſtanding there is a 
Poſſibility ro the contrary, the Trial of 
their Faich will be found unto Praiſe and 
Honour and Glory at the appearing of 
Jeſus Chriſt, For what Praiſe is due 
unto him, that believes. not oue of 
Choice, but from the neceſiary and de- 
monſtrative Truth of the Thing itſelf > 
Ler not any man therefore flatter him- 
{elt with hopes , that this will patronize 
and defend his Infidelity , that it was 
poſſible the Evangelical Promiſes might 
be uncertain 3 but let him conſider, up- 
on what account his Faith induces him 
to att in the Aﬀairs of the World, Will 
a human Faith be ſufficient to perſwade 
the Merchant to commit his Life and 
Fortunes to the Aattering Waves, when 
he knows not but a mercileſs Pyrat or 
the next ſucceeding Storm may bereave 
him of both > VWill the Souldier march 
all day fcalded with Hear, or pinche 

with the Northern Cold, and expoſe his 
Pody to a Storm of Bullets and Swords 
WY Rs drink 
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drunk with his Companions Blood, and 
all for the Spoils of an uncertain Cog- 
queſt > Shall this be able to pur us upon 
Aion, and ſhall not the Belief of the 
Goſpel, which is not half ſo uncertain 
or inevident as this > We need no ſach 
firm ground to build our Faith upon in 
matters of the World, and therefore we 
are utterly inexcuſable, if we do not be- 
lieve in the Son of God,who hath broughe 
Life and Immortality to light, 
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